Philosophy of Mind

Philosophy 134, Spring 2026
Course Syllabus

Professor Eric Schwitzgebel

Office: 3208 HMNSS

Office Hours:  Thursdays 1:00-2:30p and by appointment

Email: eschwitz@ucr.edu

Lectures: TR 3:30p-4:50p, Olmstead 1123
Final Exam: Saturday, June 6, 3:00p-6:00p
Course Web Site: connect through Canvas
Some people have argued that the mind is a special sort of substance, a “soul”, connected only contingently to the brain and possibly able to continue to exist after the body has died.  Others assert that mental states are just biological states of the brain and that there is no immaterial soul.  Still others regard mentality as a computational or functional property that need not be instantiated biologically.  In this course, we will consider the arguments for and against these positions and the variety of forms that the positions have taken.  We will also consider the implications of these positions for AI, animal, and alien minds and life after bodily death.

Assignments and Grading:

· Two quizzes, each worth 5% of your grade.

· An in-class writing assessment May 7, worth 20% of your grade.

· A SimBrain assignment, worth 5% of your grade.

· The final exam on June 6 is worth 40% of your grade and will cover material from the lectures as well as the readings.  Do not take this course if you cannot attend the final exam on June 6.
· A 6-7 page paper is due on June 10, worth 30% of your grade.

· Class participation and attendance will serve as a fudge factor to decide borderline cases.  In exceptional cases, participation may lift a student by as much as 1/3 of a grade (e.g., from a B+ to an A-).

· You cannot receive credit for the class unless one receives a D- or better on the final paper and the final exam.  The final exam will be comprehensive and challenging, and usually a couple of students fail the course because they fail the final exam.
· Graduate students enrolled in the course will have different requirements.
Required Texts:

Electronic PDFs available, and one film, available through Canvas.  If you are having trouble accessing Canvas, email me for copies.
Use of AI Tools:

We will have a class discussion concerning appropriate use of AI tools in writing.  Policy on AI tools for the final paper will be decided with input from students during this discussion.
Schedule of Lectures and Assignments:

Mar 31
Introduction to the course.

Apr 2
Dualism.  Descartes #1, p. 16-23 & 50-62.

Apr 7
Dualism.  Locke, p. 166-182.
Apr 9
Study-group meetings today: Read the following expository texts on dualism and idealism, and discuss Descartes, Locke, and these texts with your study group from 3:30-4:50: Kim, p. 33-40 and Heil, p. 17-44.
Apr 14
Idealism: Berkeley, p. 22-35 & 149-159.
Apr 16
Materialism.  Background: Descartes #2, p. 365-367.  Main reading: La Mettrie, p. 27-43, 48-50 & 59-61.
Apr 21
Quiz 1.  Materialism.  Smart, p. 141-156; Graham, p. 145-152.

Apr 23
Functionalism.  Block, p. 63-top of 68 only; Putnam, p. 37-48; Heil, p. 88-105.
Apr 28
Functionalism.  Lewis #1, p. 249-258 (skip Section II) & Lewis #2, p. 216-222.
Apr 30
Against Functionalism.  Block, p. 63-68 (review) & p. 70-93.
May 5
Property Dualism.  Jackson, p. 291-295; Lewis #3, p. 234-235; Chalmers #1, p. 32-33 & 95-99 only.
May 7
In-class Writing Assessment.  Eliminative Materialism.  Churchland, p. 67-90.
May 12
Review of the Mind-Body Problem.  Optional reading: Schwitzgebel, p. 10-44.
May 14
Neural Networks and Language Models.  Yoshimi et al. read 8-18 and attempt or skim 183-204, optionally dip into other chapters and/or fool around with SimBrain.
May 19
SimBrain Assignment and discussion.
May 21
AI consciousness.  Star Trek, the Next Generation: The Measure of a Man (watch on Canvas); Searle, p. 28-41.
May 26
Quiz 2.  Non-human animals.  Chalmers #1, p. 293-297; Birch 90-109; review La Mettrie and Descartes’ Letter to More.
May 28
Consciousness after Bodily Death.  Carruthers, p. 188-226.
Jun 2
The Singularity.  Chalmers #2, p. 7-65.
Jun 4
Aliens vs robots: Schwitzgebel and Pober, 1-17; Schneider, p. 98-119.
Jun 6 (Saturday)
FINAL EXAM, 3:00p – 6:00p
Jun 10 (Wednesday)
Final paper due electronically by 11:59 p.m. today.
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