
This symposium aims to take stock of Latin 
America’s speculative fiction production—
understood broadly as an umbrella term that 
includes a variety of genres, such as science 
fiction, horror, fantasy, and their subgen-
res and derivatives. Surviving the Anthro-
pocene will address this broad production 
since the 20th century until the cyberpunk 
boom of the 1990s but, most importantly, 
will put the focus on the past decade, when 
both the writing and the scholarly study of 
Latin American speculative fictions have 
exploded. This cultural phenomenon has 
coincided with the emergence of a variety 
of discourses around the Anthropocene —a 
concept alluding to the current geological 
epoch in which the human has become a 
dominant force on the environment— that 
have attempted to make sense of the accel-
erated global ecological changes. 

Broad framing questions include: What 
works, tendencies, preoccupations, and 
thematic axes comprise and characterize 
speculative fiction in/from Latin Amer-
ica during the era of the Anthropocene?    

What are the contours of the local contexts—
political, economic, social, and cultural—that 
inform and inspire the works produced? How 
have authors from the region imagined ecologi-
cal transformation in the era of global warming 
and mass extinction? 

Other questions that will be discussed include 
the increased visibility of women writers with-
in speculative fictions; the place of the posthu-
man; the proliferation of Chicanx, Indigenous, 
and Afro-Latino futurisms; the points of con-
tact between the “new weird”, the (neo)gothic, 
and the horror genres in the region; and the ne-
cessity to address the speculative production in 
less-studied areas of the continent such as Cen-
tral America, the Caribbean (beyond Cuba), 
Paraguay, Colombia; among other topics.
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