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O T H E R  N O T A B L E  A C H I E V E M E N T S  

Fellowships & Grants 

• Marissa Brookes is a co-principal investigator on a UCR team awarded a $250,000 grant from the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation to study the transition to zero-emission technologies at the San 
Bernardino BNSF rail terminal, examining how industry leaders, workers, community members, 
and policymakers shape the shift to clean energy in one of the nation’s most important logistics 
hubs. 

• Miguel Carreras was awarded an ATRAE grant (€1.2 million / ~$1.6 million) from Spain’s State 
Research Agency (AEI) — a highly competitive program that recruits internationally recognized 
research talent to Spain. He declined the award to remain at UC Riverside. 

• Jana Grittersova was awarded a Visiting Senior Fellowship at the AxPo Observatory of Market 
Society Polarization at Sciences Po Paris (spring–summer 2026) to pursue her project “Political 
Polarization, Institutional Trust, and Voter Perceptions of Inflation.” 
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• Rudra Guha Biswas was awarded a UCR Dissertation Research Grant (DRG) for Spring 2026. 

• Jieun Lee was selected for the UCR Graduate Division’s Dissertation Program Award for 2026–27, 
a competitive university fellowship that provides two quarters of support (stipend and 
university fees) so she can focus intensively on her dissertation research. 

• Jennifer Merolla is a collaborator on a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
(SSHRC) Insight Grant (2026–2031) — “The Political Consequences of Loneliness” ($446,690) — led 
by Laura Stephenson, with additional collaborator Elizabeth J. Zechmeister. 

• Harry Muttram was awarded the Haynes Lindley Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship and the 
Presley Center for Crime and Justice Studies Graduate Student Fellowship to support his 
dissertation on police diversification, which examines why diversifying a police force does not 
always change officer behavior on the ground, as pressure to conform to peers’ enforcement 
style can blunt the expected benefits. 

• Donald Zarate was awarded the 2026 Communal Studies Association Research Fellowship 
($1,600) to support his research on intentional communities and how institutions shape political 
behavior. 

Awards & Honors 

• Ron Loveridge received the Bob Stewart Award, the highest honor from Keep Riverside Clean & 
Beautiful (KRC&B), presented at the organization’s annual Community Recognition Awards 
Ceremony on April 25, 2026. Loveridge founded KRC&B more than 30 years ago while serving on 
the Riverside City Council. 

Editorial & Service Appointments 

• Kim Yi Dionne and Farah Godrej were named associate editors on the new editorial team of 
Political Research Quarterly (PRQ), a leading political science journal. 

Invited Talks 

• Kevin Esterling was invited to deliver the closing keynote at the University of California Open 
Summit (UC Open) 2026 at UC Berkeley on April 23, exploring the relationship between open-
source generative AI and democracy. [Link] 

Media & Public Engagement 

• Kevin Esterling appeared on the UCR Library’s podcast series The Reference Desk to discuss his 
research on artificial intelligence and democratic communication. [Link] 
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