YÜKSEL SEZGIN
O’Hanley Faculty Scholar 

Associate Professor of Political Science & Law
100 Eggers Hall, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY 13244

(M) 917-488-7868 | ysezgin@syr.edu |www.yukselsezgin.com
EDUCATION       
2007
Ph.D., Political Science, University of Washington
2002
M.A., Political Science, University of Washington
1999
M.A., Near and Middle Eastern Studies (Highest Distinction), University of London (SOAS)
1998
M.A., Middle Eastern Studies, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
1996
B.A., International Relations & Law (Magna cum Laude), Ankara University
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full-Time Appointments: 
2026
Interim Director, Law, Society & Policy Program, Syracuse University


2025-Pres.
Associate Prof. of Law (by courtesy appt.), College of Law, Syracuse University

2025-Pres
Director, Pre-Law Program in Europe, Syracuse University

2017-24   
Associate Prof. of Political Science, Maxwell School of Public Affairs, Syracuse University
2014-24
Director, Middle Eastern Studies Program, Syracuse University  
2013-7
Asst. Prof. of Political Science, Maxwell School of Public Affairs, Syracuse University
2009-13
Asst. Prof. of Political Science, Graduate Center & John Jay College, CUNY 
Visiting Appointments: 
2026
Academic Visitor, Institute for European & Comparative Law, University of Oxford
2017-8
Visiting Prof., Crane Fellow, Princeton University, LAPA
2016-7
Visiting Fellow, Institute for Advanced Study, School of Social Sciences, Princeton
2014
Research Fellow, Center for Interdisciplinary Research (ZiF), Bielefeld University  

2014
Visiting Scholar, Center for Democracy, Toleration, & Religion, Columbia University

2012-3
Luce Fellow, Princeton University, PIIRS 

2010-1
Visiting Prof. of Women's Studies, Religion & Social Sciences, Harvard Divinity School
2005-9
Lecturer, University of Washington, Political Science/Law, Society & Justice

2005
Visiting Researcher, University of Delhi
2004
Visiting Researcher, American University in Cairo
PUBLICATIONS

Books 
Judging through Narrative: Muslim Family Laws in Non-Muslim Courts 
(Cambridge University Press, Forthcoming, Summer 2026) 
Human Rights under State-Enforced Religious Family Laws in Israel, Egypt, and India 
(Cambridge University Press, 2013)
Gordon Hirabayashi Human Rights Book Prize Winner (ASA, 2014)
Edited Volumes 
Guest Editor, Special Issue on Human Rights and Legal Pluralism, The Journal of Legal Pluralism, Vol. 60, 2010 
Journal Articles (Peer-Reviewed)
-"Judicial Narratives Within and Beyond the Courtroom", Law & Society Review (under review)
-"When Courts Speak Coherently: Judicial Narratives and Minority Governance in Pluri-Legal States", World Politics (under review)
-"Undignified Jurispathy: Muslim Family Law at Ghanaian Courts", Law & Social Inquiry,  2023, Vol. 48, No: 4, pp. 1303–1333
-"A Global and Historical Exploration: Legislative Reform in Muslim Family Law in Muslim-Majority vs. Muslim-Minority Countries", Law & Policy, 2023, Vol. 45, No: 2, pp. 110-136
-"Muslim Family Law Reform: Understanding the Difference between Muslim-Majority and Muslim-Minority Countries", Journal of Law, Religion and State, 2023, Vol. 10, No:2-3, pp. 218-251
-"Resiliency and Pitfalls of Crisis Regimes: Reimagining the Future of Turkey's Democracy through the Lens of the Indian Emergency", Review of Middle East Studies, 2018, Vol. 52, No: 1, pp. 54-65  
-"Muslim Family Laws in Israel and Greece: Can Non-Muslim Courts Bring About Legal Change in Shari'a?", Islamic Law and Society, 2018, Vol. 25, No: 3, pp.235-273
- "The Unification of Law and the Postcolonial State: The Limits of State Monism in India and Indonesia (co-authored with Mirjam Künkler), American Behavioral Scientist, 2016, Vol. 60, No: 8, pp. 987-1012
-"Regulation of 'Religion' and the 'Religious': The Politics of Judicialization and Bureaucratization in India and Indonesia", (co-authored with Mirjam Künkler), Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol. 56, No: 2, 2014, pp. 448-478
-"The Role of Alternative Legalities in Bringing about Socio-Legal Change in Religious Systems", Journal of Comparative Law, Vol. 5, No:2, 2010, pp.245-259
-"The Israeli Millet System: Examining Legal Pluralism through lenses of Nation-Building and Human Rights", Israel Law Review, Vol. 43, No: 3, 2010, pp.631-654
-"How to Integrate International Human Rights Principles into Religious and Customary Legal Systems?", Journal of Legal Pluralism, Vol. 60, 2010, pp.5-40
-"Legal Unification and Nation-Building in the Postcolonial World: A Comparison of Israel and India" The Journal of Comparative Asian Development, Vol.8, No: 2, 2009, pp.273-297
-"Theorizing Formal Pluralism: Quantification of Legal Pluralism for Spatio-Temporal Analysis", Journal of Legal Pluralism, Vol.50, 2004, pp.101-118
-"A Political Account for Legal Confrontation Between State and Society: The Case of Israeli Legal Pluralism", Studies in Law, Politics, and Society, Vol.32, 2004, pp.199-235
-"Can Israeli Status Quo Model Help the Post 28 February Turkey Solve its Problem", Turkish Studies, Vol.4, No.3, 2003, pp.47-70 
-"The October 1998 Crisis in Turkish-Syrian Relations: A Prospect Theory Approach", Turkish Studies, Vol.3, No.2, 2002, pp. 44-68
 -"The Shift from War to Peace: Reconciliation of Sub-Identities and Overcoming Psychological Barriers in Israel", Review of International Affairs, Vol.1, No.2, 2002, pp.47-61
-"The Implications of the Direct Elections in Israel", Turkish Yearbook of International Relations, Vol.30, 2001, pp.67-105
-"Does Islam Pose a Threat to the West?", Perceptions- Journal of International Affairs, Vol.5, No:2, 2000, pp.63-76 
-"Political Protest in an Islamic Language", Insight Turkey, Vol.2, No:1, 2000, pp.139-153
Book Chapters
-"The Mufti System and Islamic Law in Western Thrace, Greece" in Personal Status Law and Equality: A Research Companion, Jean-Louis Halperin, Nathalie Bernard-Maugiron, Baudouin Dupret et.al., London: Routledge (forthcoming, 2026), pp. XX
-“Divergent Paths of Muslim Family Law Reform: Comparing Muslim-Majority and Muslim-Minority Nations” in Research Handbook of Family Law and Religion, Joel A. Nichols & Karin Carmin Yefet (Eds.) Northampton, MA: Elgar (forthcoming, 2026), pp.XX 
-"Muslim Family Laws, Human Rights and Women’s Rights, 1945–2016" in Human Rights, the Family, and Internationalism Since the Nineteenth Century: Historical Perspectives, Julia Mosses (Ed.), Palgrave/Macmillan (2025), pp. 197-228
-"The Past, Present and Future of Muslim Personal Law in Ghana: A Judicial Analysis" in Reimagining Legal Pluralism in Africa: Balancing Indigenous, State and Religious Laws, Anthony C. Diala & Christa Rautenbach (Eds.), Leiden: Brill (2024), pp. 189-223
-"Religious Law & Marriage: A Comparative Perspective" in the Routledge Handbook of Religious Laws, Rossella Bottoni, Silvio Ferrari, Russell Sandberg (Eds.), Surrey: Ashgate (2019), pp. 279-288

-"Jurisdictional Competition and Internal Reform in Muslim Family Law in Israel and Greece" in Forms of Pluralism and Democratic Constitutionalism, Andrew Arato, Jean L. Cohen, Astrid von Busekist, (Eds.), New York: Columbia University Press (2018), pp. 259-278  
-"Reforming Muslim Family Laws in Non-Muslim Democracies" in Islam, Gender and Democracy in Comparative Perspective, Jocelyne Cesari & Jose Casanova (Eds.), Oxford: Oxford University Press (2017), pp. 160-187
-“Anwendung und Regulierung Muslimischen Familienrechts in Nichtmuslimischen Demokratien: Die Rolle der Ziviljustiz bei Scharia-Reformen” in Normenkonflikte in Pluralistischen Gesellschaften, Susanne Schröter (Ed.), Frankfurt: Campus Verlag (2017), pp. 222-255
-"The Impact of State-enforced Personal Status Laws on Human Rights" in Family Rights and Religion, John Eekelaar (Ed.), Surrey: Ashgate (2017), pp. 133-167
-"Women and Personal Status in Muslim Minority Countries: Between India and Israel" in Personal Status and Gender: Palestinian Women in Israel, Heba Yazmak & Liat Kozma (Eds.), Haifa: Pardes Publishing House, (2016), pp.81-108 (in Hebrew)
-"Nation-Building and Regulation of Pluri-legal Jurisdictions: The Case of the Israeli Millet System", in The Everyday Life of the State: A State-in-Society Approach, Adam J. White (Ed.), Seattle: University of Washington Press (2013), pp. 91-105

-"The Promise and Pitfalls of Women Challenging Muslim Family Laws in India and Israel" in Sexuality in Muslim Contexts: Restrictions and Resistance, Anissa Helie & Homa Hoodfar (Eds.), London: Zed Books (2012), pp.98-123 
-"Triangulating Reform in Family Law: State, Religion and Women's Rights in Comparative Perspective" in Self-Determination and Women's Rights in Muslim Societies, Chitra Raghavan & James Levine (Eds.), Waltham, Mass., Brandeis University Press (2012), pp. 243-272
-"Does Islam Pose a Threat to the West?" in New Trends in Turkish Foreign Affairs: Bridges and Boundaries, Vedat Yücel & Salomon Ruysdael (Eds.), San Jose: Writers Club Press (2002), pp.321-333
Non-Peer Reviewed Articles 
-"The Muslim Family Law Reform: Exploring Cross-National and Historical Differences", Canopy Forum, 2024, available at https://shorturl.at/su7D8 
-" 'Do Not Betray God or Your People': Negotiating Women's Rights under Muslim Family Laws in Israel and India" Journal of International and Comparative Law, 2017, Vol. 4, No:1, pp. 81-10
-"Diversity in Democracy: Religious Privilege in Largely Secular Legal Systems", (co-authored with Mirjam Künkler), Journal of Law and Religion, Vol. 28, No: 2, 2013, pp. 337-340
-"Women's Rights in the Triangle of State, Law, and Religion: A Comparison of Egypt and India", Emory International Law Review, Vol. 25, 2011, pp.1007-1028
Other Publications
Datasets:

The Muslim Family Law Index Dataset, available at: www.muslimfamilylawindex.org 
Op-eds
Washington Post (Monkey Cage)
How a Constitutional Amendment Could End Turkey's Republic, 24 Jan 2017
How Erdogan's anti-democratic government made Turkey ripe for unrest, 16 Jul 2016
Could Erdogan lose Turkey's upcoming election?, May 19 2015

Turkish women's rights beyond Islamists and secularists, 10 Dec 2014

Why is Tunisian democracy succeeding while the Turkish model is failing?, 8 Nov 2014

Al Jazeera (Opinion)
What will it take to bring Turkey fully on board?, 2 Oct 2014

Erdogan's presidency: A risky gamble?, 3 Aug 2014

Turkish local elections: One victor, many losers, 2 April 2014

Can Turkey's secularists defeat Erdogan?, 28 Jan 2014

Erdogan-Gulen-Gul rivalry: All the Sultan's men, 1 Jan 2014
Encyclopaedia Entries 

-"Syria", in Worldmark Encyclopedia of National Economies, Sara Pendergast & Tom Pendergast (Eds.), Vol.3, Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Group, 2002, pp.539-549

-"Azerbaijan", in Worldmark Encyclopedia of National Economies, Sara Pendergast & Tom Pendergast (Eds.), Vol.3,  Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Group, 2002, pp.25-32
HONORS & AWARDS 

2014
ASA Gordon Hirabayashi Human Rights Book Prize
2008 
APSA Aaron Wildavsky Award for Best Dissertation in Religion and Politics

2008
MESA Malcolm H. Kerr Best Dissertation Award in the Social Sciences    

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS

2026  Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University
2026  WRAP Open Access Funding, Humanities Center, Syracuse University 

2025-8 O’Hanley Faculty Scholarship, Maxwell School, Syracuse University

2025
Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University
2024
Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University
2023
Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University
2022
APSA, William A. Steiger Fund for Legislative Studies Research Grant

2022
Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University
2020 
The Program in Islamic Law at Harvard Law School, Senior Research Fellowship (Declined)
2020 
Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University
2019 
Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University
2019
Association for the Sociology of Religion, Joseph H. Fichter Research Grant
2018
Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University
2018
National Endowment for Humanities Fellowship

2018
S.U. Collaboration for Unprecedented Success and Excellence Grant
2017-8
 Princeton University, LAPA Fellowship 

2016-7 American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship 
2016
Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University 

2015
The Religious Research Association Constant H. Jacquet Research Award

2014
Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Jack Shand Research Award 

2014
ZiF Bielefeld University, Religion and Constitutionalism Cluster Research Grant 

2013
Appleby-Mosher Research Grant, Maxwell School, Syracuse University 
2012
Luce Fellowship, Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies
2011
PSC-CUNY Research Award (for field research in Indonesia)
2010
PSC-CUNY Research Award (for field research in Sierra Leone)
2010-1
Harvard University Divinity School WSRP Fellowship

2009-10Harvard University Divinity School WSRP Fellowship (Declined)

2008
Hayek Fund for Scholars 
2004-6
The Institute for Humane Studies Fellowship
2005
The Law and Society Association Summer Institute Fellowship, Oxford University  
2005
Graduate School Dissertation Fellowship, University of Washington
2005
American Institute of Indian Studies Research Support 
2004
The Association for Israel Studies Dissertation Award
2004
The Horowitz Foundation for Social Policy Research Grant  

2004
The American University in Cairo, Research Fellowship  

2004
The Acton Institute for the Study of Religion & Liberty, Calihan Travel Grant 

2003-5
NSF, Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant (#0318497)
2003-4
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Lady Davis Trust Fellowship (Declined)
2003-4
University of Washington, Grad. School, Chester Fritz Grant 
2003
The Institute for Humane Studies, Summer Fellowship  

2002
Georgetown University Scholarship
2000-2
The Turkish Higher Education Council Doctoral Fellowship 

1998-9
British Council MA Scholarship  
1998-9
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Rothberg Family Scholarship
1997-8
The Foreign Ministry of Israel Research Grant 

1993-6
The Vehbi Koç Foundation Fellowship
COURSES TAUGHT:

Graduate: 

Women's Rights and Religious Law in Comparative Perspective 

Human Rights and Comparative Religious Law

Law, Courts, and Human Rights
Undergraduate: 
Law & Society

Comparative Law & Courts

Global Landmark Judgments
Islamic Law and Society

Law and Religion
First Amendment & Freedom of Religion: A Global Perspective
Religion, Law and Human Rights in Comparative Perspective

Comparative Criminal Justice Systems
Introduction to Comparative Politics
Government & Politics in the MENA

Middle East International Relations 

Women's Rights as Human Rights

SERVICES TO PROFESSION
Associate Editor, Legal Pluralism and Critical Social Analysis
Organizer, LSA Legal Pluralism and Non-State Law Collaborative Research Network (CRN 48) 

Executive Board Member, the Commission on Legal Pluralism
Panel Member, Research Foundation Flanders (FWO), G&M1(Sciences of Law and Criminology) (2019-24)
APSA Law & Courts Section Program Chair (2020)
APSA Law & Courts Section, Lasting Contribution Award Com. Member (2019)

Member, LSA International Activities Committee (2011-12)    

Guest Editor, Journal of Legal Pluralism (Vol. 60, 2010)
APSA Religion & Politics Section, Aaron Wildavsky Dissertation Award Committee Member (2011)
Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Publications Committee Chair (2020-22)
Advisory Board Member, The Middle East Yearbook (Turkey)
Advisory Board Member, LUMS Law Journal (Pakistan)
Advisory Board Member, Jewish Studies Program, Syracuse University 

Advisory Board Member, Review of Social Studies (U.K.) (2014-2016)

Advisory Board Member, Journal of Islamic Research (Turkey)
Editorial Board Member, Polity (2017-2021)  

Editorial Board Member, Law & Policy  

Editorial Board Member, Islamic Law Journal (Israel)

Editorial Board Member, Syracuse University Press

Reviewer, Law & Society Review; the Middle East Journal; Insight Turkey, Feminist Formations, Stanford University Press, Routledge, Law and History Review, Israel Law Review, National Research Foundation (South Africa), Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, Research Foundation Flanders (Belgium), Cambridge University Press, Law & Social Inquiry, Israel Science Foundation, Journal of Legal Pluralism, Potchefstroom Electronic Law Journal, Politics & Religion, Comparative Studies in Society and History, Journal of Law and Religion, Islamic Law and Society, Muslim World Journal of Human Rights, Religion and Gender, Journal of Law and Courts, Brill, Nordic Journal of Human Rights, Polity, Law & Policy, University of Washington Press, International Journal of Constitutional Law, Journal of Global Legal Studies, Indian Law Review, Asian Journal of Law and Society, the French National Research Agency, Middle East Law and Governance
POLICY RESEARCH & CONSULTING EXPERIENCE

2025-6
UN Women, Consultant (Social Norms & Narratives) 


2013-4
UNDP, Consultant & Advisory Board Member

2009-11
UN Women, Consultant & Advisory Board Member (Access to Justice)
2008-9
USAID, Consultant 

2008       
World Health Organization (WHO)/PATH, Consultant

2008
Rockefeller Foundation /PATH, Consultant
2008
International Council on Human Rights Policy, Consultant 



1996-7
Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey (DEIK), Assistant Regional Coordinator

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Political Science Association
Law and Society Association 
Society for Scientific Study of Religion

Religious Research Association  

Middle East Studies Association

American Sociological Association
Commission on Legal Pluralism

Association for Israel Studies 

Israeli Law and Society Association 

LANGUAGES:

Turkish (native speaker), English (excellent), Italian (inter.), Hebrew (inter.), Arabic (inter.), Greek (inter.) 
1
7
Yüksel Sezgin, C.V.

