
RESEARCH INTEREST: 

MEET OUR 2025 FALL COHORT!

FRANCISCA
BAFFOUR ADDO

RESEARCH INTEREST: 
Local Development, Migration Studies

and Intra-State Inequalities

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION
Comparative Politics CARLOS 

DE SOUZA

RESEARCH INTEREST: 

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATIONMAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION

Fake news & deepfakes, U.S . public

discourse, political behavior, societal

polarization & factual reality

American Politics 

 Mass Political Behavior

BENJAMIN WILLI
GAVIN

Development, foreign aid, and political

economy

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION
Comparative Politics

International Relations

ZHI-YING
LI

RESEARCH INTEREST: 
Voting Behavior, Democratization,

Spatial Analysis

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION
Comparative Politics

Mass Political Behavior

ROSS SIDNEY
RICHTER

RESEARCH INTEREST: 
Activist networks in the US, political

behavior, media & politics

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION
Comparative Politics

American Politics

ANNA
TABAKINA

RESEARCH INTEREST: 
Ontological security, media and

propaganda influence on public opinion,

populism, Russia, & the post-Soviet Space

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION
International Relations

Mass Political Behavior

HUABSHIAB
LEE

RESEARCH INTEREST: 

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATIONMAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION

The intersection of gender and politics,

women’s involvement in politics, and

human rights

Political Theory

JAYLYNN ISABELLE
LOPEZ

RESEARCH INTEREST: 

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATIONMAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION

Political participation, public opinion

polling, democracy, and civic

engagement

Mass Political Behavior

American Politics

NIKOLAY 
SHIKUNOV

RESEARCH INTEREST: 

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATIONMAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION

Algorithmic governance and democratic

accountability under automation

Mass Political Behavior

XIANGXUE
ZHENG

RESEARCH INTEREST: 

MAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATIONMAJOR FIELD OF CONCENTRATION

Political Economy & Globalization

International Relations

Comparative Politics


