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Starting in the early 1970s, the incarceration rate in the United States increased dramatically. The United States now incarcerates its residents at five times the rate for the first three-quarters of the previous century. No other nation incarcerates such a large proportion of its population.  The U.S. legal system has increasingly relied on imprisonment as an outcome of its immigration and criminal punishment systems in the last several decades.  Today, over 7 million people are caught in the “correctional” system under carceral supervision of some sort (whether prison, parole, probation, juvenile detention, etc.) and have their freedom significantly restricted. Over 2 million of those are incarcerated. A disproportionate number of those incarcerated are people of color, particularly Black, Latino/a, and indigenous men. Women, too, are a growing part of the prison population, as are queer, transgender, and gender nonconforming people. Young people, particularly impoverished Black youth, are funneled into “correctional supervision” through the school-to-prison pipeline.  For many people in the country today, jail or prison seem inevitable.  For others, however, the institutions that hold millions of their fellow citizens captive remain largely hidden. For people suffering in poverty, particularly in urban areas, contact with police and prisons is typical; for most economically-stable white people, prisons remain anonymous structures. Beyond this institutional invisibility, those locked within prison walls remain ghost-like to the general public. 
This interdisciplinary course will critically explore the ethical, social, and political issues raised by mass incarceration in the United States. We will be exploring both the structural questions that emerge under our massive system of incarceration, and attend to the particular thoughts and experiences of those captive within it. We will address historical questions such as: how and why did this state of affairs come to be? How should we think about the respective roles of race and poverty in determining incarceration? What policy proposals for reform are being offered, and how might we asses them? What have theorists of punishment—in disciplines as diverse as philosophy and sociology—said about its legitimacy and necessity?  Should prisons be abolished altogether, or should we continue to hold to an ideal of a humane, benevolent, therapeutic incarceration? We will also look at empirical approaches that examine the most troubling outcomes of mass incarceration, as well as relatively rare ethnographies that take us inside prisons, into the life-worlds of those marginalized under the carceral system. 



COURSE READINGS

We will be reading most of the following texts in their entirety, and they should easily be available through any online or retail outlet.  The UCR bookstore has ordered copies of all texts:

Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (New York: New Press, 2012) ISBN 9781595586438

Michel Foucault,  Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (Vintage Books, 1995)  ISBN 9780679752554

Amy E. Lerman and Vesla M. Weaver, Arresting Citizenship: The Democratic Consequences of American Crime Control (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2014) ISBN 9780226137834

Ruth Wilson Gilmore, Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis and Opposition in Globalizing California (UC Press, 2007)  ISBN 9780520242012

Lorna A. Rhodes, Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison (UC Press, 2004) ISBN  9780520240766

Jill McCorkel, Breaking Women: Gender, Race and the New Politics of Imprisonment  (New York: NYU Press 2013) ISBN 9780814761496

With a few exceptions, purchasing texts is not necessary since five of the above six texts (all except Foucault) are available for electronic download through Rivera library.  The e-books are placed on reserve for the course.  Please note however, that each e-book has different conditions and timelines for electronic download, and the system sometimes gets glitchy when more than one user tries to download simultaneously.  Therefore, if you want to be guaranteed access, obtaining a hard copy is probably safest.

Hard copies of all texts except McCorkel and Lerman/Weaver are also on physical reserve for the course.  All other readings will be posted on the iLearn course webpage, under “Course Materials.”

COURSE REQUIREMENTS	
The class will be run in the form of a seminar, so that regular attendance and participation is crucial to the success of the course.  This will count for 25% of the final grade for the course.  In addition, there will be two written assignments for the course, a midterm and a final essay, worth 30% and 45% of the final course grade respectively.
*A note on the subject matter of the course: the topics addressed here include many on which strong feelings and emotions will be generated. Some people in the room may have been victims of crimes against their dignity; others may have experienced the challenge to dignity posed by arrest or incarceration (including in the immigration system). Students are encouraged to speak openly with questions and comments about all course topics, and to respond to issues raised by other students. Let us treat this class space as community of dialogical exploration. The maintenance of this effective learning space, however, requires all of us to act with respect and empathy toward everyone in the room.*
SCHEDULE OF READINGS

October 2
Week 1: Confronting existing realities Part I: class and race

Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (New York: New Press, 2012)  entire

Response: James Forman, Jr., “Racial Critiques of Mass Incarceration: Beyond the New   Jim Crow,”  NY Law Review, February 26, 2012

Loic Wacquant, “Class, Race & Hyperincarceration in Revanchist America” Daedalus 139 (3) 2010.

October 9
Week 2. Theoretical approaches

Michel Foucault,  Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison  entire


October 16
Week 3. Confronting Existing Realities Part II : The Neoliberal Carceral State
Loic Wacquant, “Crafting the Neoliberal State: Workfare, Prisonfare, and Social Insecurity” Sociological Forum, June 2010 
Bernard Harcourt, “Neoliberal Penality: A Brief Genealogy,” Theoretical Criminology  14(1), 2010.

Malcolm M. Feeley and Jonathan Simon “The New Penology: Notes on the Emerging Strategy of Corrections and Its Implications,” Criminology  30 (4) 1992.

Marie Gottschalk,  Caught: The Prison State and the Lockdown of American Politics, (Princeton, 2016), Ch. 1, 9


https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2015/03/prison-reform-releasing-only-nonviolent-offenders-wont-get-you-very-far.html

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2019.html

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/money.html

 
October 23
Week 4: Rethinking Punishment, Restorative Justice, the Case of Carceral Feminism


Erin Kelly, The Limits of Blame: Rethinking Punishment and Responsibility, Harvard UP, 2018,  Ch.1, 5. 

Albert W. Zur, “Restorative Justice and Civic Accountability for Punishment,” Polity 36 (1), 2003 

Mimi Kim, “From carceral feminism to transformative justice: Women-of-color feminism and alternatives to incarceration,” Journal of Ethnic & Cultural Diversity in Social Work, 27:3, 2018

Elizabeth Whalley and Colleen Hackett, “Carceral Feminisms: the abolitionist project and undoing dominant feminisms,” Contemporary Justice Review 20 (4) 2017

https://melmagazine.com/en-us/story/the-feminist-on-cell-block-y-is-now-a-free-man


October 30
Week 5: Empirical Approaches: Political Science

Amy E. Lerman and Vesla M. Weaver, Arresting Citizenship: The Democratic Consequences of American Crime Control (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2014) entire Chs. 4-9

Nov 1—Midterm Essay Due

November 6
Week 6: Empirical approaches: Political Economy/Geography

Ruth Wilson Gilmore, Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis and Opposition in Globalizing California, UC Press, 2007. 




November 13
Week 7: Abolitionism: Should prisons exist?

Allegra McLeod, “Prison Abolition and Grounded Justice,”  UCLA Law Review, 2015

Liat Ben-Moshe, “The Tension Between Abolition and Reform,” in Negel and Nocella, The End of Prisons: Reflections from the Decarceration Movement  (Rodopi 2013).

Angela Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? (New York: Seven Stories Press, 2003), Chs. 1,3, 6
https://www.feministes-radicales.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Angela-Davis-Are_Prisons_Obsolete.pdf

Rachel Kushner, “Is Prison Necessary?”  Ruth Wilson Gilmore Might Change Your Mind,” New York Times, April 17, 2019 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/magazine/prison-abolition-ruth-wilson-gilmore.html?action=click&module=Editors%20Picks&pgtype=Homepage

Roger Lancaster, “How to End Mass Incarceration,” Jacobin, August 18, 2017 (feel free to skip over much of the article, which reprises things we have already read, and focus mainly on the last section, Abolition or Reform?)
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2017/08/mass-incarceration-prison-abolition-policing

Dan Berger, Mariame Kaba and David Stein, “What Abolitionists Do,” Jacobin, August 24, 2017
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2017/08/prison-abolition-reform-mass-incarceration

The Critical Resistance Abolition and Organizing Toolkit

November 20
Week 8: “Therapunitive” Rehabilitation: Theoretical and ethnographic explorations

Mary Bosworth, “Creating the Responsible Prisoner: Federal Admission and Orientation Packs,” Punishment and Society  9(1)

Kelley Hannah-Moffat, “Prisons That Empower: Neo-Liberal Governance in Canadian Women’s Prisons,” British Journal of Criminology  (40) 2000,

Pat Carlen and Jacqueline Tombs, “Reconfigurations of Penality” Theoretical Criminology  10(3) 2006,

Jill McCorkel, Breaking Women: Gender, Race and the New Politics of Imprisonment  (New York: NYU Press 2013), Introduction, Chs. 4-7




November 27
Week 9: Ethnographic Approaches 

Lorna A. Rhodes, Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison, UC Press, 2004

Farah Godrej, Freedom Inside? Yoga and Meditation in the Carceral State (New York: OUP, 2022)

December 4
Week 10: TBA



[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Essay Due Date: TBA
