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DOES ACCESS MEAN SUCCESS? CONNECTION TO POLICY-MAKERS AND
LOBBYING SUCCESS OF POLITICAL ACTORS

This article investigates the relationship between access to policymakers and lobbying success. |
collect unique, large-scale textual data to capture the content of lobbying activities and
subsequent changes in EU regulations. | identify lobbying success with both plagiarism detection
and a large language model (GPT-4). | measure direct access to policymakers based on meetings
between policy-makers and interest group representatives. To address potential endogeneity in
access, | build a matched sample using propensity scores and a balanced sample using
Mahalanobis distance. | find that access to policymakers is associated with a larger likelihood of
lobbying success, consistent across success measures and samples. This effect is stronger for
organizations that hold more meetings and for those with access to higher-level officials. Finally, |
exploit turnover in policymakers across mandates to explore the underlying mechanisms and find
evidence that political connections primarily drive the effect of access on success, surpassing the
influence of information transmission, institutional knowledge, or intrinsic quality of the
organization in driving lobbying success.
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