POLITICAL SCIENCE
m RIVERSIDE SPEAKER SERIES

JESSE DRISGOLL

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
CHAIR OF GLOBAL LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
UC SAN DIEGO

UKRAINE'S UNNAMED WAR

The roots of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022 trace back to the revolutionary
events of 2013-2015. "Ukraine's Unnamed War: Before the Russian Invasion of 2022"
argues that Russia, before and after seizing Crimea, was reacting to events it could not
control. The Kremlin sent troops only to areas of Ukraine where it knew it would face
little resistance (Eastern Donbas), and the end result was a ragged military ceasefire
that neither Ukrainians or Russians believed was just. Anchored in a simple model of
domestic Ukrainian politics, this book traces efforts by the Kremlin to shape those
domestic politics with military threats and coercion -- and how Ukrainians have
adapted their institutions to the threat from its Russian neighbor.
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