This is the rubric for PSA officers to pick the four best essays of their choosing FAL22 and WIN23 at UCR. There is no grade or length requirement. Professors can nominate one undergraduate and one graduate-level paper. Nominations do not have to be from finals or midterms but can include any paper given for the course. Nomination recipients must be UCR students enrolled in the course. Papers must present original ideas, draw on scholarly literature with citations, and contribute to one subfield (American, Comparative, International, Theory, Mass Behavior). For questions contact ucrpsahonors@gmail.com
	Pi Sigma Alpha at UCR
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	15

	Introduction
	The paragraph followed a logical structure, presented an obvious thesis statement, and presented the ideas that will be discussed in a clear manner with no grammatical errors

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	20

	Main Body
	The Paragraphs had proper structure, presented evidence in a logical way, and expanded upon that evidence in ways that presented original ideas in an understandable and easy-to-read way with no grammatical errors

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	15

	Conclusion
	The paragraph wraps up the arguments presented in a way consistent with the original thesis statement, clearly drives home the points touched on in all body paragraphs, and supplies thought-provoking conclusions that one can use in future political science academic writing with no grammatical errors

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	50

	Subjective Analysis
	· Did the paper show superlative mastery of materials?
· Did the paper offer detailed and comprehensive evidence, showing a wide reading of relevant literature?
· Did the paper engage in robust and clear arguments that go beyond description, offering nuanced and sophisticated insights?
· Was the paper overall easy to understand for both high-level academics and non-scholars alike?
· Were the ideas presented relevant to today’s political climate and presented in a way that one could see as actionable or advisory to policymakers?

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



