
Women In Music Technology: 
Traditions of Revolution

What would it mean to tell the history of electronic music
through women? This night of cutting-edge music technology

demos will begin with a talk by music/media scholar Amy
Skjerseth, who will show how crucial TV demos–specifically by
20th-century women–have been to electronic music's success.

 From violinist Clara Rockmore’s theremin
concerts and Delia Derbyshire’s work on the

Doctor Who theme to Wendy Carlos’s BBC
demonstrations with Switched on Bach and
Suzanne Ciani's synthesizer debut on David

Letterman, these women demonstrated
unfamiliar musical instruments and made their

sounds indispensable to science fiction
soundtracks, commercial jingles, and entire new
genres that dominate music today, such as EDM. 

Then, Mari Kimura,
violinist/composer/entrepreneur, will

discuss MUGIC, a motion sensor system she
developed, in order to build a lasting tool
for human expression rather than creating

fleeting technology for the sake of
novelty. She will show the ever-expanding
use of MUGIC, not only in music and art, but

into arts and therapy.

Mari Kimura is at the forefront of violinists who are extending the
technical and expressive capabilities of the instrument. As a performer,

composer, researcher, and entrepreneur, she has opened up new sonic
worlds and new musical possibilities for the violin. Notably, she has

mastered the production of pitches that sound up to an octave below the
violin’s lowest string without re-tuning. This technique, which she calls
Subharmonics, has earned Mari considerable renown in the concert music

world and beyond. She is also a pioneer in the field of interactive computer
music. At the same time, she has earned international acclaim as a soloist
and recitalist in both standard and contemporary repertoire. Her most
recent efforts involve entrepreneurship, bringing her prototype motion

sensor MUGIC®, (pronounced "mu" as in music +"gic" as in magic) to the market.

Amy Skjerseth is Assistant Professor in Popular Music at the University
of California, Riverside. Her scholarship focuses on intersections of

music, media, material culture, and technology. Skjerseth’s first book,
Preprogrammed: How Electronic Presets Changed Music and Media
(University of California Press, September 2026), explores how

predetermined settings on 1930s car radio up to today’s Auto-Tune and
deepfakes have influenced not only music and media but also the

cultural and political systems we often take for granted. In 2026, she
also will publish the coedited Routledge Companion to Voice and Identity.

Skjerseth is currently Principal Investigator of “Defying Defaults in
Technology and Culture,” a University of California Humanities Research

Institute Multicampus Working Group. 
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