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Research Highlights:

Emerging and re-emerging disease epidemics represent a global thread to food security and
social stability. The Robatzek lab studies infectious diseases in plants, such as Olive leprosy,
and the plant immune system defending the pathogen. Their aim is to understand the
molecular processes that control the outcome of infection: immunity or disease. To this end,
our research focuses on plant immune receptors, the microbial patterns activating the
receptors, and the virulence strategies used by pathogens to circumvent immunity. Their lab
works on: I. Cellular and molecular basis of plant immunity of Xylella fastidiosa, Il. Multi-host
pathogenicity of Xylella, and lll. Cellular and molecular inter-organism exchange through
extracellular vesicles.




