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Abstract: 
Miridae are one of the most speciose families of true bugs, containing >11,000 species. 
These phytophagous and predatory insects can be found in all biogeographic regions 
interacting closely with their plant hosts. Phylinae, the second largest subfamily of Miridae 
with >2,700 described species, are cosmopolitan with highest diversity in temperate 
regions. Members of Phylinae show variation in body coloration and form (i.e., 
myrmecomorphy and cryptic coloration on host plants). This large subfamily has seen a 
rapid increase in description of taxa over the past 45 years, however densely sampled and 
well supported phylogeny of the group is currently available. We here present the first UCE-
based phylogenetic hypothesis for Phylinae providing the most taxon- and data-rich 
phylogeny of the group. Additionally, the evolution of ancestral color patterns is 
investigated with an emphasis on myrmecomorphic and cryptically colored Phylinae. 

To mitigate these challenges, there is an urgent need to raise awareness, offer targeted 
support and resources, and promote equity and inclusion in academia. Implementing 
enhanced language training, cultural competency programs, and mental health support 
can facilitate smoother transitions for international students and scholars. Regular 
communication and check-ins with international colleagues can ensure their well-being 
and foster a more inclusive academic environment. Embracing diversity and providing 
tailored support will unlock the full potential of international students and scholars, 
enriching our scientific community and advancing knowledge for the collective benefit.
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Refreshments will be served in the Entomology Building at 3:30 pm 
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