International Scholarships
Alpha Association of Phi Beta Kappa Alumni in Southern California funds and administers a scholarship program for foreign students engaged in graduate study in Southern California. The Association feels that less money is now available to aid foreign students than in other recent times and that many foreign students are in need of financial assistance. The Association also feels that special benefits accrue to Americans affiliated with colleges and universities from exposure to foreign students.
Awards to foreign students are granted to those who are conducting graduate studies in academic institutions in Southern California with Phi Beta Kappa Chapters. The Association expects that awards will be given to students who are counterparts of Phi Beta Kappa scholars in the American system, that is, foreign graduate students of academic excellence.
Applications are screened by the respective colleges and universities as to academic qualifications and need.  The Association’s International Scholarships Committee, in coordination with the school representatives, currently administers the program and determines the awards.
In granting scholarship awards, the Association’s International Scholarships Committee considers both need and merit. The best students are awarded scholarships, that is, those with high academic performance and other qualities normally thought of as requirements for membership in Phi Beta Kappa. Financial need, however, is also weighed heavily.
It is not an absolute requirement of each award that the students must return to their home countries, but it is generally hoped that they will. The Association understands that some students will not be able to return to their home countries for economic or political reasons. Moreover, substantial benefits accrue from a foreign student scholarship because of American exposure to the foreign students, even though the foreign students never return to their home countries. In all events, the Association wishes to follow the activities of scholarship recipients following their award in order to determine their locations and activities.
