Entomology 111th Anniversary
Faculty & Staff Engagement Talking Points
As we celebrate 111 years of Entomology at University of California, Riverside, many alumni, emeriti, colleagues, and community members may ask how they can stay connected or give back to the department.
Below is a guide to help you navigate those conversations and respond to alumni, friends, or supporters who ask: “How can I help?” or “How can I get involved?”

Key Message
“Our greatest strength has always been our community. There are many ways to stay involved with the department, and we truly value people’s time, expertise and connections.”

Ways People Can Get Involved
Stay Connected to the Department
· Attend department lectures, events, and alumni gatherings
· Introduce others who may enjoy reconnecting with the department
· Subscribe to the Entomology Department newsletter
Share Expertise & Professional Experience
· Offer career advice or informational interviews to students
· Support networking opportunities for students entering the workforce
· Help students explore careers in academia, industry, government, nonprofits, or entrepreneurship
· Help connect students to internships, research experiences, or employment opportunities
If Someone Expresses Interest in Giving Financially or Making a Donation
· “We’re incredibly grateful for philanthropic support at every level.”
· “There are a variety of ways people choose to support student success, research, outreach, and departmental priorities.”
· “I’d be happy to connect you with our colleague who works closely with the department on fundraising and donor engagement.” 
What is GROWTH? (get some GROWTH business cards to give out - to be distributed soon)
· we have a number of different endowment funds in the Department to support students
· GROWTH (Graduate Research and Outreach in Workforce Training and Higher Education) is a new target fund with a goal of providing a full year of support for a graduate student to take on outreach organization and their personal research initiatives
· outreach to the public has become a major focus of the Department that we are proud of
