
Speaker:  
Emily K. Meineke Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Urban 
Landscape Entomology
University of California, Davis 
Date: 
Time: 
Format: 
Location:

Zoom: 

Monday December 2, 2024 
4:00 pm - 4:50 pm
Virtual Access
Zoom Only

952 1906 3064 
Passcode: 505445

Title: 
"Herbivory through the ages: Novel methods for investigating species 
interactions"
Abstract: 

Insects have eaten plants for around 400 million years. These 
interactions have given rise to most terrestrial biodiversity. Over the 
past 12,000 years, humans have changed plant-herbivore relationships 
by building cities, domesticating crops, and changing the global 
climate. Our lab investigates how global change—mostly climate 
change and urbanization—affect plant-insect herbivore relationships. 
Through a series of studies harnessing historical specimens, citywide 
experiments, and long-term datasets, we aim to understand how 
unprecedented environmental change affects earth’s most diverse 
species and how they interact. 

To mitigate these challenges, there is an urgent need to raise awareness, offer targeted 
support and resources, and promote equity and inclusion in academia. Implementing 
enhanced language training, cultural competency programs, and mental health support 
can facilitate smoother transitions for international students and scholars. Regular 
communication and check-ins with international colleagues can ensure their well-being 
and foster a more inclusive academic environment. Embracing diversity and providing 
tailored support will unlock the full potential of international students and scholars, 
enriching our scientific community and advancing knowledge for the collective benefit.
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