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“The Role of Advisors in the UC Cooperative Extension system” 
 

Biosketch: 
Dr. Monica Cooper joined UC Cooperative Extension (UCCE) in Napa County as a Farm Advisor 
(Viticulture) in April 2009. Her formative work in the Peace Corps and her graduate degree 
program led her to a career in UCCE, at the intersection of her passions for science, plants and 
public service. Educated as a Plant Doctor at the University of Florida, she has multidisciplinary 
training in plant pathology, entomology, soils, and plant science that she draws upon to help 
growers diagnose vineyard problems. Her applied research and outreach programs provide 
data-driven technical information to the vineyard industry. Her research interests include 
disease epidemiology, pest management, labor issues affecting farmworkers and optimizing 
extension delivery through peer-learning networks. Fluent in Spanish, she also offers 
educational programming to farmworkers. Her achievements have been recognized with the 
ASEV Extension Distinction Award (2019), the 9th International IPM Award of Recognition (2018), 
the Vintage Report Innovation Award (2016) and the UC ANR Distinguished Service Award for 
Outstanding Team (2015/2016). She has co-authored 54 peer-reviewed publications, 120 
extension publications, delivered 85 educational presentations and organizes an average of 20 
outreach events per year. An active member of ASEV, she serves as an associate editor of the 
Society’s journals. An avid horticulturalist, she cultivates edibles, flowers and habitat plants in 
her home garden. 
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