GRADUATE RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIP (M.S.) AVAILABLE
Location: Fargo, North Dakota, USA
School: North Dakota State University, School of Natural Resource Science, Department of Entomology
Description: The Boetel lab (NDSU) and Russavage lab (USDA ARS) are recruiting a Master’s student that will focus on chemical ecology and management of sugar beet root maggot (Tetanops myopaeformis). The project will investigate above- and below-ground chemical cues that mediate adult and larval host plant location. This will involve collecting plant volatiles, learning/using analytical chemistry techniques, conducting behavioral assays, and testing management strategies in the field. 
The ideal candidate will have a bachelor’s degree in biology, entomology, plant science, agronomy, ecology, environmental science, or a related field. The candidate will be highly motivated, work well in a team or independently, have good organizational skills, and research experience. The successful candidate will be expected to present research findings at professional conferences, analyze data using R, prepare/write manuscripts, and complete the necessary coursework. 
Start Date and Compensation: The successful applicant will start between March and May 2026 (as mutually agreed upon). The assistantship includes a stipend, tuition, and health insurance. 
Application Procedure: Interested applicants should submit the following to Dr. Emily Russavage (emily.russavage@usda.gov) and Dr. Mark Boetel (mark.boetel@ndsu.edu) with the subject line “M.S. Entomology Application”:
1. Cover letter describing your research experience, interests, and career goals
2. CV/Resume (including GPA and GRE scores, if taken)
3. Unofficial transcripts
4. Name and contact information for two references 
More About NDSU: NDSU is a public, land-grant research university located in Fargo, ND that provides access to modern state-of-the-art facilities (https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/greenhouse, https://www.ndsu.edu/alphaindex/buildings/Building::385) and specialized coursework (https://www.ndsu.edu/snrs/degrees/graduate_degrees/) to train and prepare students for scientific careers. 

