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Abstract: 
Phylogenomics has allowed us to answer difficult questions about the evolutionary 
history of organisms. One group of organisms that serve as an interesting system for 
evolutionary biology are the Cicadidae, or the singing cicadas, which are a charismatic 
globally-distributed insect family. Thanks to their long underground life cycles and 
species-specific mating songs, they can be used for studying patterns of species 
distribution around the world and the evolution of reproductive isolation. In this talk, I will 
introduce what makes cicadas useful system for answering these evolutionary 
questions, share research using phylogenomic datasets to uncover the evolutionary 
relationships and untangle ancient hybridization events in a New Zealand cicada species 
radiation, and share phylogenomic results on the evolutionary history and global 
biogeography of the family Cicadidae as a whole. I will also introduce preliminary work 
on plant bug (Miridae) phylogenomics I am conducting in collaboration with the Weirauch 
lab at UCR.

To mitigate these challenges, there is an urgent need to raise awareness, offer targeted 
support and resources, and promote equity and inclusion in academia. Implementing 
enhanced language training, cultural competency programs, and mental health support 
can facilitate smoother transitions for international students and scholars. Regular 
communication and check-ins with international colleagues can ensure their well-being 
and foster a more inclusive academic environment. Embracing diversity and providing 
tailored support will unlock the full potential of international students and scholars, 
enriching our scientific community and advancing knowledge for the collective benefit.
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