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This talk will explore how insects and scientific inquiry have historically 
contributed to arguments that support social injustice, including the history of 
intricate prejudices of classification-based sciences that lead to social ranking. 
More importantly, it will highlight how insects can be reframed as models for 
promoting diversity and inclusion in both scientific fields and broader society. 
The talk will also present Dr. Ali’s ongoing research program focused on 
leveraging biological diversity in agricultural systems to protect crops from 
pests by enhancing natural plant defenses and managing trade-offs in 
multitrophic interactions.

To mitigate these challenges, there is an urgent need to raise awareness, offer targeted 
support and resources, and promote equity and inclusion in academia. Implementing 
enhanced language training, cultural competency programs, and mental health support 
can facilitate smoother transitions for international students and scholars. Regular 
communication and check-ins with international colleagues can ensure their well-being 
and foster a more inclusive academic environment. Embracing diversity and providing 
tailored support will unlock the full potential of international students and scholars, 
enriching our scientific community and advancing knowledge for the collective benefit.

https://ucr.zoom.us/j/98361200167?pwd=cWsya2N4U2dEaUlZM0ExQkkzbC9Idz09
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Refreshments will be served in the Entomology Building at 3:30 pm 
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