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What are bodies in works of literature—in short
stories, in plays, in novellas? Is my body different in
English from (say) mi cuerpo or mon corps? How do I
present, and how do you read, my body’s “race,” my
gender, my perceived or actual ability? 
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How do I present? Is there a difference between
my body and how it looks and works in different
situations—at play, alone, in a public space? How
and by whom are the senses, uses, pleasures,
limits, and possibilities of bodies set? What are
bodies in works of literature—in short stories, in
plays, in novellas? Is my body different in
English from (say) mi cuerpo or mon corps? How
do I present, and how do you read, my body’s
“race,” my gender, my perceived or actual
ability? Since its invention, “literature” has
been concerned with this range of questions, in
different configurations over time. We will read
and view major works by Shakespeare, Césaire,
LeGuin, and Melville posing these questions and
understanding how each text seeks to answer
them.
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