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Studying Information Weaponization on the Web

 In this talk, I will discuss how our work has overcome some complex challenges in tackling 
modern socio-technical problems on the Web. Using concrete examples from our research, I will 
delve into some of the unique datasets we have collected and analyses we have performed, focusing 
on emerging issues like hate speech, coordinated harassment campaigns, and deplatforming. I will 
talk about quantitative approaches to model Web communities' influence on the spread of 
disinformation, conspiracies, weaponized memes, etc. Finally, I will discuss how we can design 
proactive systems to anticipate and predict online abuse and, if time permits, how "fringe" 
information ecosystems might also expose researchers to attacks by the very actors they study.
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