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Date of Birth: 24.06.1985

Scientific career

09.2002-06.2006 B.S, Grass Science, School of Pastoral Agriculture Science and Technology,
Lanzhou University, China.

01.2009-12.2011 Master of Philosophy, Plant biochemistry, School of Biological Science, the University
of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China.

04.2013-03.2016 PhD, plant biochemistry, International Max Planck Research School 'Primary
Metabolism and Plant Growth’ and University of Potsdam, Potsdam, Germany.

04.2016-11.2017 Post-doctoral researcher, Max Planck Institute of Molecular Plant Physiology “Central
carbon metabolism” group

Science 11.2017 Project leader, Center of Plant Systems Biology and Biotechnology/Max-Planck-
Institute of Molecular Plant Physiology, metabolon and synthetic biology
https://cpsbb.eu/departments/department-plant-metabolomics/youjun-zhang/

Research interest

Plant synthetic biology, metabolism, secondary metabolites pathway, substrate channeling and
biochemistry
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acid phosphatase in Arabidopsis thaliana moderates carbon metabolism and its
overexpression leads to faster plant growth and higher seed yield New Phytologist 194 (1),
206-219

Youjun Zhang, Laura Yu, Ka-Fu Yung, Dennis YC Leung, Sun Feng, Boon Leong Lim*. (2012).
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Conference attendance

e Youjun Zhang Alisdair Fernie. The metabolic engineering of flavonoid pathway in the plant cell
culture GASB Il Synthetic Biology Made in Germany 27th-28th September 2018, Berlin, Germany

e Youjun Zhang, Toshihiro Obata, Alisdair Fernie. Elucidation of the TCA metabolon and the regulation
of the TCA enzymes in plants, 9th International Conference for Plant Mitochondrial Biology 2015
(ICPMB 2015) in Wroctaw, Poland, 2015,05.

e Youjun Zhang, Boon Leong Lim. Over-expression of a novel Arabidopsis phosphatase causes
accelerated flowering and higher photosynthesis rate in Camelina Sativa”, American Society of Plant
Biologists 2010, Montreal, Canada, 2010.08



Awards

09.2021. Jeff Schell awards for outstanding research, Max Planck Institute of Molecular Plant
Physiology, Germany

04.2013-03.2016 DAAD PhD scholarship and International Max Planck Research School 'Primary
Metabolism and Plant Growth' PHD scholarship, Germany.

03.2012-02.2013, DAAD language scholarship, Germany

01.2009-12.2011, Postgraduate studentship of the University of Hong Kong, China.

07.2010, University Research Conference Grants of HKU, China.

09.2004-06.2005, National First-class Scholarship, China.

05.2004, “Japan DaoShengJingCi” Scholarship, China and Japan Peace & Development
Foundation

09.2002-06.2006, University Academic Scholarships (four times), Lanzhou University, China.
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