Histories For Our Future
History Graduate Student Association (HGSA) Annual Conference
UC Irvine, Humanities Gateway 1030
Friday, April 3, 2026, 9am – 5pm

Keynote Speaker: TBD

The UC Irvine History Graduate Student Association (HGSA) is delighted to announce its 2026 Annual Conference. As a collective, we are committed to continue encouraging interdisciplinary dialogue and collective work among graduate students from Humanities and Social Sciences. We invite graduate students across UC Irvine, Southern California, and beyond to find a space to introduce their work and pursue enriching intellectual exchange. This year’s theme, “Histories For Our Future,” invites students from variety of fields to reflect on the importance of examining the past as a fundamental exercise for societies to find answers in time of crisis, to open new doors and perspectives for our future, and to continue critically thinking about the world we live in. We welcome presentations in a variety of formats. Topics include, but are not limited to:


· Social Activism and Grassroots Movements
· Global and Transnational Networks
· Mass Media and Representation
· Histories of the Everyday
· Environmental Change and Justice

· Recent and Contemporary Histories
· Cultures and Identities
· Underrepresented Historical Actors
· Global Networks and Local Impacts
· Non Human Agency and Change

Our conference will feature multiple panels, each organized around thematic topics and moderated by a UCI faculty discussant. This structure provides an excellent opportunity for graduate students to present their research in an engaging, supportive, and professional setting, fostering both scholarly growth and interdisciplinary dialogue.

Interested applicants should submit a 250-word abstract by Friday, February 13, 2026 at 11:59 pm (PST) via this Google Form. Submissions will be arranged into panels by the abstract committee, and assigned a University of California, Irvine discussant to serve as moderator.

Applicants will be notified of their submission’s acceptance or rejection by February 27, 2026. If accepted, presenters must send an 8-page, doubled spaced paper by March 20th, 2026, to be circulated to the respective panel discussants. Presentations should  be between 10-15 minutes long. For any questions, please contact: ucihgsa@gmail.com
