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Purpose
· To support graduate students with their field research in Joshua Tree National Park. The research does not need to be solely conducted in the park, but there must be at least some aspect of the sampling or research that is pertinent to and/or performed within the park.
· To support high priority research needs that inform park management of socio-cultural, natural, and wilderness resources. To learn more about research identified as high priority, see the Resource Stewardship Strategy or visit the Scientific Research Permit portal.

Outcomes
Awardees are expected to provide summary updates twice per year to the Grant Coordinator.  Before final reimbursement, awardee is expected to produce a scientific article for the JT Science annual publication and on the JTNPA website. In addition, awardee is expected to publicly present their findings in a suitable forum (such as the Desert Institute Lecture Series).  When research is complete, awardee will provide the park with copies of any final publications, thesis work, and/or any pertinent information that applies to the research conducted in the park.  

Framework
· Applicants must be enrolled as graduate students in accredited universities.
· Research categories include, but are not limited to: botany, wildlife, desert ecology, physical sciences, archaeology, paleontology, ethnography, social science, & Wilderness.
· Applications will be ranked based on three Criteria (see application).  
· Applicants have 2 years from award date to spend grant money and meet all requirements.
· Awards can be up to $5,000 per proposal. *
· Applicants can apply once for additional funding after first grant has been completed.

Grant Funding and Support
The grant is intended to assist students with field study expenses and data analysis. Allowable categories include, but are not limited to: field and lab supplies, minor equipment, fees or services associated with data gathering and analysis. Field gear, such as clothing, boots, and backpacks, can be purchased with funding but cannot exceed 10% of the total request. Travel to/from park and associated lodging and meal costs are allowable at a per diem rate for the applicant only (see table for details). Non-allowable categories include JTNP entrance fees, salaries/stipends, school fees/tuition, publication costs, books for courses, computers, tablets, or phones. Awardees can have free lodging at the Park’s field station (Dr. Luckie Study Center) or free camping at JOTR campgrounds (availability is not guaranteed at either, so book early). Free Park entrance will be granted with an approved Research Permit.  Please review the guidelines for obtaining a scientific research permit before applying.


* Exceptions to the $5,000 maximum can be considered; examples might include projects that are exceptionally aligned with park goals or situations where partial funding makes the project unattainable.  Please contact the Grant Coordinator (JTresearchgrant@joshuatree.org) to discuss this possibility.  

