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Abstract: 

Factors that determine the distribution of organisms may include proximity to 
close relatives, dispersal ability, biotic interactions, and abiotic conditions.  The 
Hawaiian islands provide an excellent opportunity to test predictions about 
distribution due to their repeated emergence over a volcanic hotspot that has 
resulted in multiple islands with similar abiotic conditions.  The distribution of 
two groups of moths and two groups of Drosophila gut microbes in Hawai i all 
suggest that abiotic conditions are a strong predictor of their distribution and 
that organisms will disperse to suitable habitat types when they are available.

To mitigate these challenges, there is an urgent need to raise awareness, offer targeted 
support and resources, and promote equity and inclusion in academia. Implementing 
enhanced language training, cultural competency programs, and mental health support 
can facilitate smoother transitions for international students and scholars. Regular 
communication and check-ins with international colleagues can ensure their well-being 
and foster a more inclusive academic environment. Embracing diversity and providing 
tailored support will unlock the full potential of international students and scholars, 
enriching our scientific community and advancing knowledge for the collective benefit.

https://ucr.zoom.us/j/98361200167?pwd=cWsya2N4U2dEaUlZM0ExQkkzbC9Idz09
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Refreshments will be served in the Entomology Building at 3:30 pm 
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