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Abstract: 
Recent research has highlighted startling annual declines in insect abundance across 
multiple continents. Insects and other invertebrates play essential roles in ecosystem 
function, yet, in contrast to vertebrates, invertebrates are rarely targeted in wildlife 
conservation efforts. However, in the past decade, an increasing number of broadly 
distributed insect species, such as the monarch butterfly and rusty patched bumble bee, 
have met the federal criteria required for listing under the US Endangered Species Act. 
The Xerces Society is a science-based organization that aims to protect the natural world 
through the conservation of invertebrates and their habitats. Within the Xerces Society’s 
Endangered Species Program, we engage in applied research and use community science 
to fill information gaps needed to understand the conservation status, life history, and 
habitat associations of declining but poorly understood invertebrate species; we 
advocate for policy changes and protections at federal, state, and regional levels for 
some of the most imperiled invertebrates; we restore habitats essential to focal species; 
and we develop habitat management guidance for invertebrate species of conservation 
concern.  
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