
Dr. Alberto Búrquez works at the Department of Ecology of Biodiversity, University of Mexico (UNAM). 
He got his PhD at the University of Cambridge, UK. His does research in Ecology, Evolutionary Biology, 
and Ethnoecology in the Sonoran Desert, Baja California, and the American Southwest. Born in the 
Sonoran Desert, dryland ecology and societal use of resources in water-limited systems have been his 
central research interest. A prolific author, he has published two books on columnar cacti with the 
University of Arizona Press, Tucson. His current projects include: (1) Columnar cacti: ecology, evolution, 
societal services, (2) effects of extreme events on vegetation, (3) species distribution and biogeography, 
(4) Indigenous lands and ecosystem processes, and (5) drought and freezing resistance in plants at the 
edges of their distribution.  
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