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For my PhD project | explored the role of a parasitic nematode PLA2 in
immunosuppression of Drosophila melanogaster. The mechanism for how this
enzyme suppressed immunity in the fly was novel as the lipid signaling pathway
the enzyme is associated with has yet to be fully characterized and understood
in the field. Thus in addition to elucidating how the nematode PLA2 suppressed
fly immunity, | also sought to characterize the immunostimulatory capabilities
of lipid signaling via the activity of endogenous fly PLA2 enzymes.
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