Department of the History of Art Teaching Statement

The Art History Department takes pride in a high standard of teaching across many years. This has been reflected both in the commitment to teaching expressed by the faculty and in the enthusiastic reviews given by students.
The normal teaching load for ladder-rank senate faculty is four courses per year. These are normally distributed over lower-division, upper-division, and graduate courses, although variations for scheduling needs are common. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although the Department places a premium on faculty autonomy in the classroom, it expects the faculty to engage dynamically and effectively with students in the classroom setting. The department has had no online courses (except in Summer Session) since the pandemic. This is to encourage personal engagement and dialogue that extends into out-of-the-classroom projects and research. For undergraduates, this culminates in AHS 192, the Junior/Senior seminar, required for majors, in which all students contribute actively to the course at all times, and usually in multiple ways (presentations, written work, collaborative work, etc.). With the exception of the undergraduate and graduate seminars, the department’s courses are overwhelmingly 75- and 150-student lectures, making dynamic, student-oriented teaching a substantial challenge.
Evaluations of teaching performance are an essential part of every merit and promotion review. These discussions are based in part on student course evaluations, as well as the faculty member’s self-evaluation. The department notes the numerical satisfaction scores against campus averages and also written comments. Faculty may also include additional student statements, particularly in promotion reviews. It is clear from these evaluations that many faculty engage with students beyond the classroom, and become something more akin to mentors. This is particularly the case in work with graduate students, but all faculty have also worked closely with ambitious undergraduates in myriad ways.	Comment by Kristoffer Neville: We could cut this to keep the expected bar lower, and then pat people on the back when they do this stuff….
The Department currently has no Professors of Teaching. However, the instructional expectations remain consistent for PoT series instructors, although the course load is higher.
