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HISTORY OF ART DEPARTMENT MEETING
Wednesday, April 9th, 2025 | 11:00 Am | Arts 333

Attendance: Jason Weems, Fatima Quraishi, Aleca Le Blanc, Susan Laxton, Savannah Esquivel, Yong Cho, Timothy LeBlanc, Michael Austin, Johannes Endres, Jeanette Kohl


Chair’s Announcements (Susan): 
- Hiring Freeze
	- For Art History one should consider it a hiring cool down.
	- Post Docs not subject to the hiring freeze but are subject to regular FTE system. 
	- Does have to be a committee as their will be interview. 
- Provost Liz Watkins
	- Will be visiting for the May Faculty meeting.
- Desire to increase class sizes
	- Think of larger classes
	- 75 people class lower div increase to more like 150.
		- Keeps TA numbers high and increases engagement with the department.
	- Problem has been finding classrooms but more are becoming available to the 	department.
- Two new Directors of Development hired
	- One with Art background.
	- One with Social Sciences.
- Common Calander 
	- Thoughts around moving UCR and other UCs to Semesters instead of Quarter system.
	- Some questions around the availability of summer internships.
	- Is a poll and vote circulating on peoples thoughts in connection to changing. 

New Business:
- NEH grant terminations
	- Is affecting Art History.
	- VRC's grant was the largest NEH at UCR and second largest in the UC System.
	- Sonja is working on figuring this out in regard to resisting this in the appropriate ways.
	- Grant would have naturally ended in 2027
	- There is still Gluck funding working for VRC. 
Graduate Studies Report:
- Hi everyone,

News from the graduate program: our recruiting deadline is April 15. Thus far we have five MA acceptances and one PhD acceptance. Even allowing for attrition, this class should yield 4 students (the minimum enrollment our 251 seminars). There are two Ph.D. offers still outstanding, but the seem not likely to accept.

In other news, Lily Allen was awarded one quarter of UCR dissertation fellowship funding for next year. There is a new CHASS-based fellowship opportunity for graduate students, the Campbell Family Endowed fellowship. We have sent an announcement to all students.

Upcoming dates:
Brink Carrott Forster Hahn talks — tentatively April 30 at 5:30. (May need to be shifted to another day that week.) May move to Tuesday 29th 6:00pm.
B/C/FH Competition: applications due April 30. Please encourage your advisees to apply. 
Multiple available. Apply if it fits your mission/work.
Outstanding TA nomination due April 18. Please send me suggestions.

Yours,
Jason

VRC Report (Sonja):
The drive/disk which Sonja brings up as being lost in the section on the Steinhart endowed fund has been found and delivered to the VRC.

Undergraduate Report (Aleca): 
Undergrad report -
 
Highlander Day this Saturday. You are all invited! 
Tabling Table shared with History and Art (10-3) and Open House In INTS (12-1) 
We will have stickers, and sandwiches, and QR codes, and maybe some stereo viewers
I will be there with Susan & Veronica - hoping to gather some undergrad majors and grad students as well. 
Retention is a big deal to CHASS & they are making a push to capture as many students as possible. This year, 173 AHS majors were accepted. These are not those who have accepted so likely will have closer to ~80 which is still up on our normal numbers.

Advising - 
I met with Veronica. In general, she says that students are freaking out, in reaction to the political landscape.
She would like to circulate a tentative schedule for next year’s classes to the undergrads. At what point would we feel comfortable doing this? 

Undergrad awards - 
Academic Excellence Award
Catherine Lees Causey Memorial Award
Nomination for Tomás Rivera Award (CHASS)

Art History Undergrad Association (AHUA)
I met with Kimberely Feregrino. They are in need of some supplies for the Wednesday tabling they do each week, in case anyone would like to clean out their garage and donate - foldable table, two foldable chairs, and a wagon to move supplies

Curriculum workshop 1 For Faculty - 
Monday April 14th 11-1pm
Food? Should we brown-bag it and I’ll bring a dessert item? 
On Wednesday, I will circulate an agenda as well as materials to review in advance of our meeting. 
I have collated information from about a dozen other majors, including Art History at peer universities, as well as other CHASS departments at UCR. If there are any other programs you think we should incorporate into the comparison, please let me know right away & I'll pull that information. These are the schools/departments already included:
· UC Irvine
· UC Santa Barbara
· UC Davis
· University of Utah
· University of Pittsburgh
· Hunter College
· Rutgers
· UT Austin
· UCR Philosophy
· UCR Media & Cultural Studies
· UCR Creative Writing
· UCR Religious Studies
UCR ARTS Report:
	- No major updates.

Upcoming Events:

	- Fatima Quraishi
		- April 9th 5:30pm in Arts 333
		- Work in Progress Talk
		- Crafting Kashmir: Painting & Stitching Place in the Nineteenth Century

	- Kylie Ching
		- April 17th 5:00pm in INTS 1111
		- Highly Recommend Grad Students attend to help give feed back towards her 			potential employment. 

