

Be the change. Volunteer.
Ever since Hurricane Katrina and its devastation along the Gulf Coast, Hands On volunteers have made a huge impact in coastal Mississippi. Working with Councilman Bill Stallworth and the City of Biloxi, volunteers assisted in the clean-up and rebuilding of two city sections-including removal of trees from more than 600 sites, gutting more than 700 homes, walking hundreds of dogs, delivering countless supplies, and feeding and housing more than 3,000 volunteers. 

Volunteers are still desperately needed. Thanks to the support of corporate partners like The Home Depot, Hands On Network is continuing the outstanding work of volunteers in the region. The Hands On Action Center in Biloxi will remain open for volunteers in the foreseeable future. 
Paying for the trip
The cost of the trip per individual will range from $450.00-$550.00 (depending on airline ticket prices) and includes a plane ticket, accommodations, three meals a day, and minivan rentals for the group for the duration of the trip. Each individual is responsible to pay for their airplane ticket and lodging, as well as contributing to the minivan rentals. However, both the trip leaders and the AVC/Dean of Students office are committed to helping each individual fundraise to pay for the cost. The trip is scheduled for March 24th-30th of 2008, which gives each individual plenty of time to fundraise. 

Mandatory Orientation Sessions
Each individual selected for this trip will have to attend mandatory orientation sessions during the winter quarter of 2008. These orientations will cover many topics to prepare the participants for the Alternative Spring break experience. Fundraising and costs of the trip will be a focus.
What to expect
Food:
Hands On provides the food; volunteers cook it. Each night there is an opportunity for volunteers to sign up to prepare meals. Meals range from the classics - burgers and hot dogs - to Thai food and crawfish boils. What we eat depends on the creativity of our volunteer cooks.

Typically breakfast is ready at 7:00 am. and dinner at 6:30 pm. Depending on where you work, you might eat lunch at the Salvation Army or take your lunch along with you. We have a full kitchen, so volunteers can address special dietary needs and prepare their own meals as needed.

Hands On Gulf Coast Base:

Our volunteer population ranges from 60-200. We ask that everyone pitch in occasionally to help cook, clean or do other tasks that make our work possible.

We're housed on the grounds of the Beauvoir United Methodist Church. Inside the conference center, we have sleeping spaces in the loft and community space on the first floor. Outside, we have four showers and space for camping. It's also where we have the puppies, our "stage," and the drum set. Laundry facilities are provided as well. 
How Your Skills Fit In

Hands On Gulf Coast is involved in a wide range of projects requiring various skills. For almost any skill you can offer, we can put you to work.

Although we have set projects, our work changes daily as we try to meet the needs of the community. Often we get calls from other groups asking for volunteers to help with special projects ranging from distributing flyers with information about flood insurance, to helping the Humane Society set up a thrift store.

For most volunteers the work will involve some form of manual labor. If there is work that requires semi-skilled volunteers (basic drywalling, for instance), we will show you how to do it. You just need to want to help and work hard.

For more information please visit the Hands on Gulf Coast website:

http://www.handsongulfcoast.org
Or email George Luna:

gluna001@ucr.edu


DEADLINE: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2007 @ 4:00PM
Please turn application into the AVC/Dean of Students office or by email to gluna001@ucr.edu
Please Print Name, Address and Telephone Numbers: 
Last Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

First Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Middle Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: ________ Zip Code: ________________

Home Telephone Number: ____________Cell Telephone:______________________

E-mail Address:________________________________________________________

Date of Birth: _______________________________ 

Name of person to contact in case of an emergency: 
Last Name: ________________________________ 

First Name: ________________________________ 

Relationship: _______________________________ 

Telephone Numbers to call: Day: _______________Evening: ___________________ 
Please denote what academic year you are in currently: 
____ Freshman ____Sophomore ____Junior _____Senior _____Graduate Student

Academic Major: ______________________________________________________

Information about your volunteer interests:
Please describe in detail why are you interested in volunteering with Hands On Gulf Coast during spring break?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please list your experiences or skills that relate to this volunteer application: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please list your current volunteer roles with location (if any) and list your previous volunteer roles: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Application information
I certify that all information in this application is true and complete. I understand that any false information or omission may disqualify me from further consideration for volunteer service and may result in my dismissal, if discovered, at a later date. I acknowledge that, if accepted, I must attend mandatory orientation sessions to prepare for the trip. Finally, I acknowledge that I am responsible for any costs incurred by this trip.

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant Signature







Date 


Be the change. Volunteer.

