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For most westerners even slightly familiar with the
Emerald Buddha —the Phrakeo Morakut— the temple
in which it is now venerated is understood to be Vat
Phrakeo, within the walls of the Royal Palace, in the
Thai capital Bangkok. But most Lao Buddhists
—and many amongst the large ethnic Lao minority in
Thailand— well know that an earlier temple, named Ho
Phrakeo, was erected in the mid-16th century by King
Xaythattirat in the then-new Lao Lane Xang capital
Vientiane, which sheltered the Phrakeo Morakut for the
following 200 years.

Prof. Raymond will present the history of Vientiane’s
Temple of the Emerald Buddha and examine how the
display and interpretation of the Ho Phrakeo’s exceptional
collections of religious art have been eclipsed by the
complex and ambiguous relationship between intended
museological purposes and its actual dominant function
as an auspicious house of worship and pilgrimage site.
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