
Notes:

In this sample syllabus, I am using the optional text 50 Essays:  A Portable Anthology, 3rd edition, edited by Samuel Cohen, to develop three of my essay units. There are, however, other options available for selecting essay topics. For example, you might ask students to bring in their copies of Write It and Write It Review. You can then take a survey of which units / chapters the students have yet to complete out of the textbooks and use those unread units. Or—you could use the background readings offered in Write It and Write It Review for the main essays (for example, you could base an essay off of “Is Traditional Matrimony Going out of Style?” pp 120-123, or “College Isn’t for Everyone,” pp 231-235, both in Write It Review). The discussion questions after every background essay may guide you in developing prompt questions.
In this syllabus, I am using some themed units suggested by Cohen; other possible themed pairings are also available at the start of the text. You can also, of course, develop your own units, and to help you do this, Cohen offers summaries of every essay in the Instructor’s Edition of ​50 Essays.

When selecting chapters from Morenberg and Sommers’s The Writer’s Options, please include “Lesson 2: Relative Clauses,” “Lesson 7:  Coordination and Subordination,” and “Lesson 9: Coherence.”  “Lesson 6:  Prepositional Phrases and Infinitive Phrases” is also recommended.

Finally, the three background readings for Spring ’11 final can be found in 50 Essays and can also be located online. The essays are: Buckley’s “Why Don’t We Complain?” pp 76—82, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” pp 203-219, and Mukherjee’s “Two Ways to Belong in America,” pp 280-283.
English 4
S’11

MW 5:10 – 6:30 pm
  
Olmstead Hall 1126

General Course and Instructor Information
Instructor:  Helen Lovejoy


Email: hlove001@ucr.edu
Office:  HMNSS



Mailbox: HMNSS 1102 (in the Writing Center)
Office Hours: MW 3:30 – 5 PM and by appointment
Required Texts: 
The New McGraw-Hill Handbook, 2nd edition, by Maimon, Peritz, Yancey



The Writer’s Options, 8nd edition by Morenberg and Sommers




Silas Marner by George Eliot 
On-line Resource: Blackboard is located online at www.ilearn.ucr.edu. I will post assignments, course materials, and other information on this site.  Please check Blackboard frequently.

Course Description and Objectives

English 4 provides students with the opportunity to refine their critical thinking, reading, and writing skills.  The goal is to work with the writing process so as to guide students in developing strong academic arguments.  In this class, we will give particular attention to identifying, analyzing, and framing debatable questions and issues; finding and developing appropriate, persuasive arguments; and cultivating rhetorical strategies using the rules of conventional English. 

NOTE:  All students enrolled in English 004 must concurrently enroll in the online course English 004L.  If you have any questions about ENGL 004L, please email Dr. Lash Keith Vance at lashv@ucr.edu. 
Assignments and Work Policies

All final drafts of essay assignments must be typed, doubled-space, in 12 point, Times New Roman font with standard MLA margins (in other words, all margins must be set at 1”).  MLA guidelines must be followed.  In the upper left hand corner of your 1st page you must include your name, the class title (English 4), the date, and the instructor’s name (Lovejoy).  There is an example essay in MLA format on pp 379-390 of the McGraw-Hill Handbook. No cover pages are necessary, nor are cover folders.  All essays will be printed in black ink, stapled, and submitted at the beginning of class on the assigned due date.  Each essay will also be submitted online via Safe Assignment on Blackboard.

Because in English 4 we will be focusing on the writing process, all prewriting, outlines, rough drafts, peer critiques from workshops, and revisions must be submitted with the final draft of your essay in order to receive credit. 
Peer Review Workshop: Workshop drafts for in-class peer editing must be typed.  If you are absent on a workshop day, or if you fail to bring a complete rough draft for a workshop, you will receive a zero for the workshop.

Late Assignments:  All late essay assignments will be downgraded 10% of the total possible points for each day they are late.  This includes weekends, holidays, and days when our class does not meet.  
In-class Essays and Participation

Class participation includes not only active engagement in classroom discussions and activities (see Attendance and Participation below) but all work done in class.  This will include, but is not limited to, peer reviews, writing exercises, group work, and quizzes.  

For all in-class writing, please write legibly.  You may print or use handwriting as long as I can read it.  If I can’t read your writing, then you haven’t conveyed your meaning effectively and your grade will reflect that.


All in-class work, including in-class essays, peer reviews and quizzes, cannot be made up without prior permission or documentation.  Please plan on attending every course session. 
Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the use and presentation of another person’s words and/or ideas as if they were your own; it is dishonest and is a breach of both personal and academic integrity.  Plagiarism is a serious offense.  If you plagiarize, you risk not only failing the essay assignment and the course, but may even face more serious consequences.  Plagiarism is not worth the risk.  If you are having trouble, come to me immediately.  

Grading

All assignments will be graded on the basis of clarity, coherence, organization, and mechanics.  Remember that correct word usage, spelling, and punctuation are key to a clear and coherent essay.

The grade for the course will be determined according to a 1000-point system.  Work in this class will represent 700 points (70%).  The remaining 300 points (30%) will be determined by a committee-graded final exam.  In order to pass this class, you must receive a grade of “C” or better; that means between the course work and the final exam you must earn at least 730 points.  

Essays and Other Assignments:

Paper 1, 750 -1000 words, due 4/13



75 pts.

Paper 2, 1000-1500 words, due 5/2



125 pts.

Paper 3, 1250-1500 words, (in-class essay; Week 7) 

200 pts.

Paper 4, 1250-1500 words, due 6/1



200 pts.

Participation (presentation, group work, conference)

40 pts.

Drafting work on essays
(10 points per essay)


40 pts.

Quizzes







20 pts.


Final grades will be determined using the following scale:

970-1000 = A+

870-890 = B+

770-790 = C+ 

670-690 = D+

930-960 = A

830-860 = B

730-760 = C

630-660 = D

900-920 = A-

800-820 = B-

700-720 = C-

600-620 = D-       below 600= F

Essay Revision:  You may revise essay 1 or 2 for a better grade.  The new grade will be the average of the first grade and the revised grade.  In order to turn in a revision, you must discuss it with me first.  In order to receive an improvement in your grade, significant improvement and changes must be obvious throughout your revised paper.  Remember, the focus of revision is to improve your writing and to practice the drafting process; thus, simply going through and fixing grammar does not constitute a significant revision.  All revised papers are due by the start of class on Wednesday, May 18th. 

Classroom Etiquette 

Every student in this class is entitled to a non-threatening and civil learning environment.  Disruptive behavior interferes with the instructor’s ability to teach and fellow students’ ability to learn.

(In all interactions, please be respectful to all members of this class. Sexist, racist, homophobic or otherwise inflammatory, aggressive, and/or degrading language will not be tolerated.


(Turn off all electronics before entering class.  If I hear your phone make noise in class or see you texting, you will be marked as tardy (see attendance policy below).

(Group discussions must focus on class-related topics.  Chit-chat, small talk and all off-topic conversations are disruptive and inconsiderate to everyone.  


(Please do not interrupt others while they are speaking.  Please be quiet when I am speaking.




(No eating in class.  No sleeping in class.  If you bring a beverage to class, take it with you when you go.

Attendance and Participation

Workshop, group activities, and class discussions will be held regularly, and your active participation is required.  Active participation includes contributions to class discussions of texts, thoughtful feedback during workshops, and contributing to the course dialogue by asking questions or posing alternative points of view.  Also, you are responsible for all class material, whether or not you are present.  Check our Blackboard site daily to find out about any assignment changes and/or new readings.  If you miss class, you should read your syllabus or communicate with your peers to determine what you missed, and complete any bookwork at home.  You cannot make-up quizzes or in-class writing assignments.  If you miss more than two classes your grade will be negatively affected.  Two tardies and/or early exits from class will count as one absence.

Individual Assistance and Concerns

I am very interested in your development as a writer, and I want to make every effort to make your experience in this course positive and enriching. If you need help or would like me to read a draft of your essay, please visit me during office hours.  Please be aware that I will not read drafts via email and that I do not check my email on the weekends.  I find that it is much more effective to communicate in person during office hours and encourage you to visit me during this time.

Schedule of Readings and Assignments

(subject to change)

Homework is to be completed after class on the date it is listed (prior to the following class meeting).

WEEK 1

Monday, 3/28:  Introduction to the class and review of ELWR requirements.

Homework: Buy your books.  Angelou’s “Graduation,” pp 20-32, from 50 Essays and complete questions 1, 2, and 4 on pg. 32.
Wednesday, 3/30:  Discussion of “Graduation” and introduction of first essay. 

Homework: Read Rose’s “I Just Wanna Be Average,” pp 331-344. Read M & S (Morenberg and Sommers) “Lesson 1:  Playing with Sentences” pp 3-11 and complete exercises “Playing First” and “Left Out,” pp 12-13.
WEEK 2

Monday, 4/4: Presentation on Rose.  Discussion of summarizing. Review of sentence-combining activities.

Homework – Write thesis statement for essay one.  In M & S, complete “Deluxe Pizza,” pg 14.
Wednesday, 4/6: Thesis statement workshop. Developing support for thesis. Drafting essays.

Homework – Write a complete draft of essay 1 for peer review; remember to bring two copies of 

your draft to class on Monday. From M & S, read “Lesson 2:  Relative Clauses,” pp 21-28, and complete exercises “Constructing Relative Clauses” pp 29-31.

WEEK 3

Monday, 4/11:  Discuss guidelines for a peer review. Peer Review of Essay #1 with one partner. Review relative clauses.

Homework – Revise Essay #1 and in M & S, complete “Six Million Paper Clips,” pp 31-32.

Wednesday, 4/13 Essay #1 and all of its Drafting Work Due at the Start of Class.  
In class reading and discussion of Johnson’s “Games,” pp 196-201. Begin discussion questions 1, 2, 4. Introduction of prompt for essay #2.
Homework – Complete discussion questions for Johnson essay.  Read Schlosser’s “Kid Kustomers,” pp 353-357.  Complete questions on 1-4 on page 358. From M & S, read “Lesson 7:  Coordination and Subordination,” pp 109-121 and complete “Using Patterns of Coordination and Subordination,” pp 122-124.
WEEK 4

Monday, 4/18: Presentations for Johnson. Discussion of thesis statement. Discussion of coordination and subordination.
Homework – Write thesis statement for Essay #2. Read Winn’s “Television:  The Plug-In Drug,” pp 438-446, and complete discussion questions 1 and 2 on page 447. From M & S, complete “Using Patterns of Coordination and Subordination in Context,” pp 128-129. 
Wednesday, 4/20: Discussion and Presentation for Winn.  Thesis statement workshop. Developing evidence for your essays.

Homework –  From M & S, read “Lesson 9:  Coherence,” pp 151-165, and complete “The Darker Side of Chocolate,” pp 167-168, and “Using Reference,” pg. 169. Develop examples for Essay #2.
WEEK 5

Monday, 4/25: Drafting your essay.  Discussion of coherence.
Homework – Finish essay draft for peer review; remember to bring two copies of your draft to class. Complete M & S, “It’s a Bird! It’s a Plane! It’s a Superbug!” pp 171-172.

Wednesday, 4/27: Peer Review of Essay 2 in groups of three.

Homework – Finish essay #2.  From M & S, read “Lesson 10:  Rearrangement and Repetition for Emphasis,” pp 173-184, and complete “Rearrangement and Repetition within Sentences I,” pp 185-186.
WEEK 6


Monday, 5/2: Essay #2 Due at the Start of Class and all drafting work due at the start of class.  

In-class Reading of Buckley’s “Why Don’t We Complain?” pp 76-81.  Begin discussion questions 1, 2, 4. Introduction of Essay 3:  In-class Essay.
Homework: Complete discussion questions on page 82.  Read Orwell’s “Shooting an Elephant,” pp 284-291, and answer questions 1, 2, and 4. Develop a thesis statement.
Wednesday, 5/4: Discussion of Orwell and presentations.  Discussion of in-class essay structure. 

Homework – Write an outline of your essay. You cannot use the outline during your in-class essay, but organizing your thoughts into a plan will help you to be more prepared for this in-class assignment and will count toward your pre-writing work for this essay.  M & S, “Chapter 11: Tone,” pp 192-206, and complete “Controlling and Creating Tone,” pp 207-209, and “Thought for Food?” pp 209-210.
WEEK 7

Monday, 5/9: Essay #3: In-class Essay
Homework – Begin reading Silas Marner, pp 1-31, Chapters 1-4.
Dialectical Journal: Students will need to keep a journal (on loose-leaf paper in their notebooks) to record thoughts and ideas about Eliot’s book.  To construct the journal, draw a vertical line down each page, dividing it into 2 columns. In the left column record quotes from the reading, being sure to record the quotes verbatim and to include page numbers. In the right column, record your response to the reading (your thoughts about the quote, why you found it interesting, how you might use it in your essay). By the end of the book, you should have fifteen quotes and responses.
Wednesday, 5/11:  Essay #3:  In-Class Essay
Homework – Read Silas, pp 32-73, Chapters 5-10; record quotes and your thoughts in your dialectical journal. Bring the novel to class for the remainder of the quarter. 
WEEK 8

Monday, 5/16: Discussion of Silas and presentations.  
Homework – read Silas, pp 73-101, Chapters 11-13. Record quotes and thoughts in your dialectical journal.  

Wednesday, 5/18: Discussions and presentations on Silas.  Write 2 discussion questions about the text.  From these questions we will begin to formulate a prompt about the essay.  Begin to develop directed summary.
Homework – Read Silas, pp 101-151, Chapters 11-Conclusion.  Record quotes and thoughts in your dialectical journal.  Work on directed summary and write a thesis statement.
WEEK 9

Monday, 5/21: Discussion of Silas.  Summary and thesis workshop.  Drafting of Essay #4.
Homework – Continue drafting of Essay #4
Wednesday, 5/23:  Peer review of Essay #4.
Homework – Complete revisions of Essay 4.  In preparation for the final exam, read the background essays: Buckley’s “Why Don’t We Complain?” pp 76—82, King’s “Leter from Birmingham Jail,” pp 203-219, and Mukherjee’s “Two Ways to Belong in America,” pp 280-283.

WEEK 10

Monday, 5/30: No Class.  The campus is closed in observation of Memorial Day.
Wednesday, 6/1: Essay # 4 Due.  Along with the final draft, you will also need to turn in your dialectical journal and all prewriting activities.
Discussion of the background reading.

WEEK 11 – FINALS WEEK

FINAL EXAM: Your final exam is a timed writing in which you will be provided with a reading excerpt and then expected to answer a prompt question based on the reading.  You may bring a dictionary and you MUST bring a UCR blue book to record you response; if you do not bring a blue book, you will be told to go and purchase one, this will cut into your exam time!  Your essays will not be graded by your instructor.  Be sure to write legibly and to answer all parts of the prompt question.  Remember, the final exam is worth 300 points or 30% of your final grade.  Good luck and happy writing!

Time: 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM




Date: Monday, 6/6

Location: Room assignments will be posted at the HMNSS Writing Center.
