Sample English 4 Syllabus

English 4





Office: HMNSS 1102

Winter 2011

 


Office Hours: MWF 10:00-11:00

Strahan



         

linda.strahan@ucr.edu@ucr.edu 

Texts

Write It Review, Third Edition, Strahan, Moore, Heumann

The New McGraw-Hill Handbook, Second Edition,  Maimon, Peritz, Yancey

Jarhead, Swofford

Sentence-Combining Workbook, Altman, et al
________________________________________________________________________

Course Description

English 4 provides students with the opportunity to refine their critical thinking, reading, and writing skills.  The goal will be to work with the writing process to guide students in developing strong academic arguments.  We will give particular attention to identifying, analyzing, and framing debatable questions and issues; finding and developing appropriate, persuasive arguments; and cultivating rhetorical strategies using the rules of conventional English.  

Note: English 4 students are required to enroll concurrently in English 004L.

________________________________________________________________________

Requirements

Essays

Students will write four essays for a total of 5,000 words, and a final exam.  Any writing done outside of class must follow the conventions of the MLA style guide that are in The New McGraw-Hill Handbook.  Please also include the essay # and class section # in the heading.  There is an example of a properly formatted student paper on page 416 of the handbook.  Please use it as a guide when formatting your own paper.

Additional Assignments

There will be occasional in-class quizzes and group work.  These will be collected during class time and cannot be made up or turned in later. .  Active participation includes contributions to class discussion of texts, thoughtful and thorough feedback during workshops, and contributing to the course dialogue by asking questions or posing alternative points of view and ideas.  

On-Line Requirements

You will be asked to complete some assignments through Blackboard.  These will have specific date, length, and content requirements that will be taken into account when a grade is assigned.  Correct grammar and appropriate style will also be expected. 

All essays must be submitted both in hard copy and through Safe Assignments on the Blackboard course site, which can be accessed at http://iLearn.ucr.edu.  You will not receive a grade for an essay until an e-copy has been submitted to Safe Assignments.  You should also check the e-report each time you submit your essay.

You will be expected to monitor your school email account and our Blackboard site daily to find out about any assignment changes, announcements, or messages.

Adhering to University Standards

The University’s requirements for out-of-class work are found in the on-line catalogue beginning on page 39.  Academic Senate regulations require 3 hours of work per week for each unit of credit.  For a 4-unit course, then, a student is expected to spend 8 hours of preparation outside of class.  

________________________________________________________________________

Grading

The grade for the course will be determined according to a point system using a spreadsheet.  Each assignment will be worth a set number of points: essay 1 will be worth 75 points, essay 2 will be worth 125 points, essays 3 and 4 will each be worth 200 points.  The final exam will be worth 300 points.  You will have the opportunity to revise one of the three out-of-class essays to bring up its grade.  In order to be considered a revision and not merely a re-edit, an essay must contain a substantial amount of new material, a new organization, or a refocused argument.  An individual conference to discuss the proposed revision is required before an essay can be submitted for re-grading. The new grade will be recorded as an average of the original grade and the new grade.  Quizzes, homework, discussion board assignments, prewriting, drafts and other miscellaneous assignments will range in credit, not to exceed 100 overall points.  Expect quizzes after every reading assignment.  Grades will be based on the number of points earned versus the number of points possible.

Plagiarism is a serious offense and will result in a “0” points for the assignment and likely a failing grade for the course.  I will also file a report with the appropriate campus office.  Please read the University’s policy on academic honesty found on page 42 in the on-line University catalogue or at www.conduct.ucr.edu.  There is also an extensive general explanation of plagiarism and how to avoid it in the MH Handbook beginning on page 342.  It is your responsibility to inform yourself about what constitutes plagiarism and/or academic misconduct.  Ignorance of these standards will not be a bona fide excuse for violating them.  If you have questions, please see me or bring them up in class for discussion. 

Poor attendance will significantly reduce your course grade.  

Tentative Schedule of Readings and Assignments

(changes will be posted on iLearn)

Week 1

 In Write It Review 
Diagnostic Test #1


Scoring Rubric


Case Study #1

In selected novel


Approximately first 25 pages

Week 2

In Write It Review


“Some Close Encounters of a Mental Kind”


Vocabulary, Questions to Guide Your Reading, Prewriting for a Directed Summary, 


Developing an Opinion and a Thesis Statement

In Sentence-Combining Workbook

Unit 3

Week 3 (Monday Jan. 17 is Martin Luther King holiday - no class)

In Write It Review


Selected Readings from pp 68-89


Planning and Drafting Your Essay


Peer Review Worksheet

In Sentence-Combining Workbook

Unit 3

Essay #1 Due

Week 4

In Write It Review

“Competition and Happiness” (The readings in this unit are the background readings for the final exam.)


Vocabulary, Questions to Guide Your Reading, Prewriting for a Directed Summary, 


Developing an Opinion and a Thesis Statement

In selected novel


Approximately next 35 pages

In Sentence-Combining Workbook

Unit 4

Week 5

In Write It Review


Selected Readings from pp 334-356


Planning and Drafting Your Essay


Peer Review Worksheet

In Sentenced-Combining Workbook

Unit 7

In selected novel


Approximately next 25 pages

Essay #2 Due

Week 6

In Write It Review


Finding Arguments in Fiction pp 363-65


Passage from and discussion of “A Christmas Carol”  pp 366-374

In Sentence-Combining Workbook 


Unit 8

In selected novel


Approximately next 25 pages

Week 7

In Write It Review


“The Nightingale and the Rose”

In-class essay #3

Week 8 (Monday Feb. 21 is Presidents Day – no class)

In selected novel


Complete the reading

In Sentence-Combining Workbook

Unit 8

Final Week to turn in revisions of Essay #1 or 2

Week 9

Discussion of prompt question for final essay assigned on the novel

In Sentence-Combining Workbook


Unit 9 and 10

Week 10

Read/Discuss/Review Readings for the Final (all readings in the “Competition and Happiness” unit found in Write It Review)

Essay #4 due

