

Sims English 4


Questions to Guide your Reading

Essay Prompt:  In “Civil Disobedience,” Henry David Thoreau expresses and defends the idea that the best government is one that governs least.  Why does Thoreau feel this way about the government and what information and evidence does he provide to support his opinion?  Do you agree?  Use examples from anything you have read or experienced to explain and support your perspective.

1. What are the major themes of this essay?  Imagine that you are having an interview with a professor and he/she asks you, “What is Thoreau’s essay about?”  Answer the professor in one or two concise, grammatically correct sentences.

2. Interpret the metaphor of “the wooden gun” in paragraph 2.

3. In the 3rd paragraph Thoreau advocates for a better government.  What is Thoreau’s idea of a better government?  In his opinion, what would the best government be; how would the United States be governed?

4. How does Thoreau feel about majority rule?  Why?  What examples does he sue to support his opinion and how does her interpret those examples?

5. According to Thoreau, when does the American government recognize the individual?  When can the authority of government have “pure right”? (245)

6. According to Thoreau, what is necessary for a free and enlightened state?

Developing Your Own Perspective

1. Do you think that Thoreau’s critique of government is relevant today?

2. Do you think there would be civil order if each person followed his or her own conscience?  Explain your answer.  

3. What do you believe the role of government should be?  Why?

Homework:

1. Read p. 247-259 and answer the three questions listed in your syllabus in writing (also, keep up with dialectical journal and vocab definitions).

2. Answer question two of the prompt.  Type a one-page explanation of your views, citing examples from your experiences, readings, and/or observations.  Be prepared to debate your classmates and to argue in defense or critique of Thoreau’s idea that the best government is one that governs least.

