Essay Prompt:  Pilgrimage to the End of the World by Conrad Rudolph

Prompt question:  According to Conrad Rudolph, what is a pilgrimage and how could it be valuable both to a person living in the Middle Ages and one living today?  Do you think that going on a pilgrimage would be a spiritually edifying experience?   Explain your thesis using examples from Pilgrimage to the End of the World as well as examples from your own experiences and observations in order to prove and illustrate your thesis.  
(Note:  “Spiritually edifying” does not have to relate to religion.)  
Guidelines:  

· Write an essay that is 4-5 pages long.  
· Make sure that you use MLA style.  
· Do not quote any passages from the book; instead, if you want to talk about something that happens, summarize it in your own words.
· Use present tense verbs in order to talk about what happens in a piece of literature.

· Since you are writing about a book, there is more information to choose from.  You will have to be selective in your directed summary.  Also, you can use the examples from the book more fully in the body of your paper, but be sure to explain how they relate to the point you are trying to make.  

· Make an appointment or email me if you have any questions or problems.
Step One:  Vocabulary.  I have chosen some words from the book for you to define.  After you define these, add any other eight words from the book that you did not know.  Write down the word, the definition, and the page number for each of these.  Make sure you use the definition that corresponds to the way the word is used in the book.  Due in class on Nov. 10.
1. pilgrimage (page 1)

2. ascetic (page 2)

3. martyr (page 3)

4. expiate (page 4)

5. relic (page 5)

6. profane (page 10)

7. reliquary (page 11)

Step Two:   Prewrite for your directed summary.  Look through the book to find passages that will help you write your directed summary.  You should look for any information that helps you respond to the following:   According to Conrad Rudolph, what is a pilgrimage and how could it be valuable both to a person living in the Middle Ages and one living today?  Answer the questions below in order to get started on the directed summary.  Include the page numbers where you find the information so that you can go back to the book if needed and so that you can cite the information.  (You should write answers on your own paper since you will not have room below to give complete responses.)  Due in class on Nov. 12. 
1.  According to Rudolph, what is a pilgrimage?  State this in your own words.  

2. What are some of the reasons why people would go on a pilgrimage in the Middle Ages?
3. In what ways did pilgrims in the Middle Ages benefit from their pilgrimages?

4.  According to Rudolph, why do people go on pilgrimages today?

5. How was Rudolph’s life affected by his pilgrimage?  

Step Three:  Write your thesis.  Decide how you would respond to this question:  Do you think that going on a pilgrimage would be a spiritually edifying experience?  Your thesis should relate to whether modern people can have a spiritually edifying experience.  Write down your preliminary thesis.  Due in class on Nov. 12.  
Step Four:  Prewrite for the body paragraphs using the novel.  Look through the book to find passages that will help you illustrate or prove your thesis statement.  You should look for any information that helps you respond to the following:   Explain why you feel that going on a pilgrimage would be spiritually edifying.  OR   Explain why you don’t think that going on a pilgrimage would be spiritually edifying.   Then summarize the helpful passages that you find in the space provided.  Include the page numbers where you find the information so that you can go back to the book if needed.  (Note: you will probably be using a discussion of Rudolph’s experience as you discuss your thesis, so you will look in Part 2 of the book for his narrative.)   Write your responses on a separate piece of paper.  Due in class on Nov. 12.
1. Discuss 2-3 experiences the Rudolph has during his journey.  Why do these experiences seem meaningful to Rudolph?
2. Discuss 2-3 people that stand out to Rudolph.  Why does he find these people memorable?
3. How is Rudolph different from a typical tourist?  Do you think that his experience would be different than that of a tourist?  Explain.
4. How does Rudolph suffer during his pilgrimage?  Do you think that his suffering is necessary?  Explain.
5. Based on what he says, is Rudolph a religious person before his journey?  Does he become religious during or after his journey?  Explain.
6. Does Rudolph change spiritually or mentally during his journey?  If so, explain what happens to him.  If not, explain why he doesn’t change.
7. Do you think that Rudolph is ultimately glad that he became a pilgrim?  Why or why not.  
Step Five:  Prewrite using your own experiences and observations.  Now think about your own experiences and things that you have observed either from people around you or from things you have seen in movies or on television.  Write your responses on a separate piece of paper.  Due in class on Nov. 12. 

1. Have you ever gone on any type of pilgrimage (it doesn’t have to have been a long pilgrimage)?  If so, describe it.  Explain whether it was valuable to you and discuss its value or lack of value.  
2. What are the most important things in your life?  Is there a place where you could go to celebrate each of these things?
3. Can you think of any pilgrimages that modern people think?  For each one you list, write down why you think people go on this kind of pilgrimage and if you think it is truly valuable to them.  
4. Write down any examples of pilgrimages from t.v. shows or movies you have watched.   For each item you write down, explain why the people took the pilgrimage and whether they valued from it.  

Step Six:  Write an outline for your paper.  Use the following template to create a plan for your essay.  Email your typed outline to me by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 13.
I. Introductory Paragraph

A. An opening sentence that gives the book’s title and the author’s name and that begins to respond to the first prompt question.

B. Main points to include in the directed summary:

C. Write out your thesis.  It should clearly respond to the second question of the prompt.

II. Body Paragraphs

A. Body Paragraph #1

1. Topic sentence (Controlling idea sentences should be complete sentences.  Try to use a transition at the beginning of each topic sentence.)

2. Corroborating details (examples)

3. Careful description of the details

4. Connection to the thesis statement

B. Body Paragraph #2

1. Topic sentence (Controlling idea sentences should be complete sentences.  Try to use a transition at the beginning of each topic sentence.)

2. Corroborating details (examples)

3. Careful description of the details

4. Connection to the thesis statement

C. Body Paragraph #3

1. Topic sentence (Controlling idea sentences should be complete sentences.  Try to use a transition at the beginning of each topic sentence.)

2. Corroborating details (examples)

3. Careful description of the details

4. Connection to the thesis statement

D. Body Paragraph #4

1. Topic sentence (Controlling idea sentences should be complete sentences.  Try to use a transition at the beginning of each topic sentence.)

2. Corroborating details (examples)

3. Careful description of the details

4. Connection to the thesis statement

III. Conclusion (Look back in “Conclusions” in Part I of Write It (pages 22-23).  It will help you make some decisions about what type of conclusion you will use.)

A. Type of conclusion to be used

B. Key words of phrases to include
