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     Sometimes composition students ask us whether they can make use of a friend or paid tutor to edit their essays.   This is what I would say to them:

     Think about mathematics for a moment.  What would a math professor say to students who relied on others to “edit” or “correct” their answers before they turned in problem sets?  That sort of help is very different from getting help in how understand certain problems and how to solve them.  What effect would a reliance upon editors and correctors have upon the student who is supposed to learn mathematics?  If the answers to these questions are clear to you, then apply them to composition.  The two forms of academic training are closer than they might seem.  

    When you ask a professional proof-reader to correct your essays you are receiving external assistance.  There are rules governing the use of tutors, editors, and others. (See the UCR catalog's section on academic dishonesty, page 43, the bottom of column a.)  Instructors must give their permission, and the permission must be for allowable assistance.  Writing Program instructors do not approve of paid tutors or editors, or even editors who are friends, if their job is to do your work for you.  Editing is a very important thing to learn and you must learn to do it. Your papers must represent your own work, including your ability to edit.  

      Getting help from a friend or a tutor so that you learn how to edit can be a good thing. But you should check with your instructor before you get such help.  There is a big difference between learning how to edit, thanks to external help, and having someone else do your editing for you.  Again, the first can be helpful if your instructor approves.  The second (having someone do your editing) is plagiarism.
     Read over the entire section on page 43 (available on the UCR web page under "Catalog") so that you understand how important it is to do your own work.  Your own work includes editing. Remember that you will need to learn how to edit in  
classroom examinations as well as elsewhere.  You need to develop knowledge and confidence so that you can correct your own work.
BOOK LIST SUMMER 2008
BSWT003:  Write it Review, House on Mango Street and Basic Grammar and Usage

Engl. 004:  Write it Review, The McGraw-Hill Handbook, The Selected Writings of Edgar Allan Poe

Engl. 005:  Write it Review, The McGraw-Hill Handbook, The Selected Writings of Edgar Allan Poe and The Ego and the Id

All books are available in Helen’s office.

BSWT003:  Understanding and Using English Grammar, Write It, Lilies of the Field
Engl. 004:  Write It, The New Mc-Graw Hill Handbook, Pilgrimage to the End of the World, The Razor’s Edge, The Sun Also Rises, Stickeen, Song of the Hummingbird, When Heaven and Earth Changed Places:  A Vietnamese Woman’s Journey  from War to Peace

Engl. 005:  Write It, The New McGraw-Hill Handbook, The Pilgrimage to the End of the World; paired with one the these:  Siddartha, The Pardoner’s Tale, On the Road, Blue Highways

BOOK LIST FALL, 2008
BSWT003:  Understanding and Using English Grammar, Write It, Lilies of the Field
Engl. 004:  Write It, The New Mc-Graw Hill Handbook, Pilgrimage to the End of the World, The Razor’s Edge, The Sun Also Rises, Stickeen, Song of the Hummingbird, When Heaven and Earth Changed Places:  A Vietnamese Woman’s Journey from War  to Peace

Engl. 005:  Write It, The New McGraw-Hill Handbook, The Pilgrimage to the End of the World; paired with one the these:  Siddartha, The Pardoner’s Tale, On the Road, Blue Highways

Tale, On the Road, Blue Highways

[image: image2.wmf]
Teri’s Corner:

We are in the midst of closing the books for academic year 2007-2008!  Wow, this quarter has really flown by.  I hope each of you will be able to get some much needed rest in the coming weeks. In an effort to make sure your end of quarter closing is smooth, I have made a checklist for all Non-Teaching TA's and those who will not be teaching in the summer or fall.  This checklist will also be useful to those one- quarter contracted instructors who are not teaching Summer Sessions I and II.  

1)      Use Non-
teaching/Withdrawal/Resignation Checklist - Contact Teri Carter @ teri.carter@ucr.edu or 827-1453
2)      One-quarter contract Instructors and TA's who will not be teaching in summer and fall quarter 2008 should be sure to clear office of personal items no later than Wednesday, June 19, 2008.
3)      Pay Photocopy Accounts no later than Wednesday, June 19, 2008 - Susan Brown
4)      Return Building keys, Library/Lobby keys and Office keys no later than June 19, 2008 - Teri Carter and Tina Feldmann       
5)      Remove Office Hours Schedule and name (if taped) from office door.
6)      If you are leaving the area, please be sure to complete a forwarding address form - Teri Carter or Tina Feldmann
7)      If you do not have direct-deposit, prepare a self-addressed, stamped envelope for last paycheck. - Teri Carter
8)      If you are using iGRADE, please be sure to inform me of those composition students who did not pass the class with a "C" or better
9)      LAST DATE TO TURN IN GRADES: 
         iGRADE June 2, 2008  thru June 19, 2008 at 11:00 a.m
         Paper Grades  - June 17, 2008 11:00 a.m. (must be turned into Registrar's office) 
A Personal Message from Teri: I would like to take the time out to say "Thank You" to all of the Lecturers and TA's who taught this year.  All of you have been very patient and helpful with all of the requests that I have made.  I love working with each of you and I look forward to working with you in the next academic year!  I hope each of you will take some time out of your busy life and give yourselves a day to do "nothing".  What an awesome way to take care of your mind and body.  Have a Great Summer!
SUMMER SESSION BOOK ORDERING

If you are teaching composition for Summer Sessions I or II, now is the time to submit your text book orders to the bookstore.  I will be ordering the Main Texts (i.e. St. Martin's Guide, World of Ideas, Text Book, etc).    However, instructors will be  responsible for picking their own single author texts and for ordering the book(s) for their class(es).  This can be done online through the campus bookstore at: www.ucrcampusstore.ucr.edu (click on "Textbook Adoptions" ).  When you have

 completed your book order, please forward a copy of the confirmation to: teri.carter@ucr.edu as it will be needed it for tracking purposes.

ELWR Update: Reminder Summer 2008:   The Background Readings for the Final
:

As you already know, the three background readings for this quarter’s final are “The Men We Carry in Our Minds,” by S. R. Sanders; “Time Off for Overworked Americans,” by C. E. Martin; and “Work, Labor, Play,” by W. H. Auden.  Your students can access these texts via the Blackboard site for the English 4 and 5 “L” courses.  Apart from having the students complete the “Discussion Questions” on 

each of the readings, here are some additional activities and ideas for helping them prepare for the final:

►Have the students practice annotating the background readings.  This activity could be a great way to review effective reading strategies for the final exam.
►Develop a specific, essay-prompt-style question for one or more of the readings and have students write directed summaries and thesis statements for your mock prompts.  You can also have students write their own prompt questions for the background readings; this could be a great way to remind students of the kind of question they will encounter on the final exam.

►Set up a discussion board on Blackboard for students to discuss with one another the background readings.  In the discussion forum, along with having students pick out the main ideas of each essay, also have them think about what themes and ideas connect each of the readings.  They might also begin to explore their experiences, observations,
and/or other readings that connect to the background readings’ themes. 
 Talking about the final background readings is also a great opportunity to review with your students how to paraphrase and/or summarize specific, key parts of essays. Similarly, since students may want to refer to the background readings in their final exam essay, you might review pages 14-15 from Write It Review, “Using the Ideas of Others to Build a Supporting Paragraph..”
 
     

Summer Reading:
Have you ever wondered whether there might be a fresh way to understand English sentences that would give us a new view of the subject and help our students become better writers?  As summer approaches, it might be worth checking out two original and useful books:  Virginia Tufte’s Artful Sentences: Syntax as Style (Cheshire, Conn: Graphics Press, 2006) and Joseph M. Williams’s Style: Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace (Chicago, University of Chicago Press, [multiple editions]).  The great virtue of both books is that they show how extensively considerations of style are involved in our efforts to obtain an articulate grasp of our subjects.  To capture what sentences are in English – and to teach the making of sentences most effectively -- we can learn much by encouraging imitation and analysis of the rich models each book makes available. 

PLEASE NOTE FINALS WEEK SCHEDULE:

Monday:  Exam 8-11; Lunch in Office; 1:30 Norming (all instructors must be present); Grading

Tuesday:  Grading

Wednesday:  All grades on final exams due

Thursday:  Entering classroom 
points.

Friday:  Second Reads (Kathy, Linda, Helen, John

Office Update  
There will be some changes in the office this 

summer.  For anyone who isn't aware, Laurie Petty will be leaving 

the University for other endeavors.  Laurie's last day on campus will be

July 7, 2008.  Luckily Aline Messer has agreed to assist the program over

the summer months.
