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Cultural transatlanticism is currently the focus of much semi-abstract exhortation about trans- and post-nationalism on the one hand, and some fairly unreflective comparative practice on the other, with rather little methodological inquiry between them. It offers a particular example of comparative literature that focuses some questions about literary history. Notwithstanding the hugely expanded methodological repertoire made available in recent literary theory (notably, perhaps, in post colonial and deconstructive studies), and growing skepticism about the appropriateness of national narratives as an appropriate foundation for literary studies, we do not yet have sufficiently complex comparative rhetoric to describe a situation now borne out by studies of the internationalism of nineteenth-century print culture where (to borrow the phrase from Edgar Allen Poe) ‘The network of influences … becomes so interlaced as to be almost indeterminate.’ Positing a distinction between the ‘history of literature’ (a subbranch of History) and ‘literary history’, this lecture attempts to rethink the latter in a comparative context and through aesthetic analysis. More specifically, it looks at processes of comparison in a monolingual context, where the ‘grounds for comparison’ are not primarily found in language difference. I shall ask what we actually mean by a ‘shared concern’ at a textual level? What sorts of conceptual framework illuminate or sustain such ‘discovered’ connections? And how might the identification of such concerns actually help us think comparatively or ‘transatlantically’? The lecture will offer some tentative and speculative approaches to these and similar questions.

Susan Manning is Grierson Professor of English and Director of the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities at the University of Edinburgh. She is a board member and former president of the Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society, a member of the Editorial Board of the Anglo American journal/ Symbiosis and a member of the Advisory Boards of the Walton Scott and James Hogg editions. She is also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and the Royal Society of Arts, serves on the Executive of the Council for the College and University English and the Advisory Board of the English Subject Centre. She is deputy Chair of the English Literature 2008 Research Assessment Panel and along with Dr. N.T. Phillipson of the School of History, she runs a Leverhulme Research Interchange project on “The Science of Man in Scotland”.  She also convenes the Carnegie trust funded STAR Project. She has published several books.  Some of her books are The Puritan-Provincial Vision: Scottish and American Literature in the Nineteenth Century and Fragments of Union: Making Connections in Scottish and American Writing.

This event is sponsored by the Center for Ideas and Society, and is free and open to the public. For further information regarding this, or any event sponsored by the Center for Ideas and Society, please contact us at 951.UCR.IDEA or visit our website at ideasandsociety.ucr.edu
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