Collaborative Writing Prompt
Assignment: Following the two rules below, and working as a team, write one story about a specific time when a member of your team became so focused on doing something challenging that she lost track of time and tuned out distractions. 
Rule #1: The person who is the subject of the story may not use a pen, pencil, keyboard, or other writing implement during this exercise. Her teammates must, instead, interview her to get the details of the story and write them out, while she looks on and comments from the sidelines.

Rule #2: Whenever a character in the story would normally be named, use initials, instead of the full name, in order to better protect student confidentiality. (If you want to mask your characters even more, feel free to change your Uncle Frank Smith’s initials from FS to something else, like UF or BD. But be consistent. If Uncle Frank is called “BD” when we meet him, make sure he stays “BD” throughout the story.) 

Time: You have 40 minutes. When time runs out, turn in whatever you have completed as of that moment.
Format: Use the attached forms to record your team’s story. (There should only be one story for the whole team, based on the recollections of one team member.) You may attach notes if you like, but they are not required. 
Suggestions: 
· Spend 5-10 minutes telling and comparing stories. Pick a story that the speaker seems to recall in great detail, that fits with the topic above, and that is clearly a story about a single event. (It should also be a story that the speaker doesn’t mind making “public” – stay away from stories about past crimes, drug use, or sex.) If it helps, know that the sensation of losing track of time is frequently reported by people, such as mountain climbers, who enjoy what they are doing, when that activity requires sustained concentration.  

· Give each person a job, so that no one is idle. Some job ideas:

· Continuity – Someone needs to make sure that the tenses, pronouns, and names don’t keep shifting around as different writers take the helm. 

· Comprehension – Someone needs to look for ways that readers might misunderstand the story and alert the team to those problems. 

· Vividness – Someone needs to make sure that the story is easy to imagine, based on the details and verbs used. 
· Focus – With all the storytelling going on, it’s easy to get sidetracked. If someone has the job of keeping the team focused, it’s more likely to finish its task. 

Record your names and team number below: 
Class #: __________

Team #: __________

Names of team members: 

1. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

4. ______________________________________

(If there are additional team members, because this is team one, record their names here: ______________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________)

DO NOT PUT YOUR NAMES ON THE STORY. PUT ONLY YOUR TEAM NUMBER ON IT.

Story Page #1

Class #: ________  Team #: __________ (Don’t put your names on this form – just your team number.)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Story Page #2

Class #: ________  Team #: __________  (Don’t put your names on this form – just your team number.)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, YOU MAY WRITE ON THE BACKS OF THE STORY PAGES.

