Thursday, April 20, 2006
  4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Location: Humanities & Social Sciences Building 1500
  Parking Information

Category: Lecture



Description: "’Love is never abstract’: Bioregionalism, Narrative Discourse, and the Value of Nature”

How can we cultivate a sense of affiliation, of attachment, that will inspire the public—including corporate and government decision makers—to care about, learn about, and act in response to global environmental change? This lecture will consider the question in light of contemporary environmental literature, ecocriticism, and environmental philosophy.

Scott Slovic is professor of literature and environment at the University of Nevada, Reno, in the United States, where he also chairs the English Department’s graduate program in literature and environment. From 1995 to 2002, he directed the University of Nevada’s Center for Environmental Arts and Humanities before eventually helping to merge that center with the university’s Center for Environmental Sciences and Engineering to create a new Academy for the Environment. A graduate of Stanford University and Brown University, he has been a Fulbright Scholar in Germany and Japan and will serve as a Fulbright Senior Specialist in Guangzhou, China, this summer--he has also served as a visiting professor at Rice University, the University of Queensland (in Australia), and National Taiwan Normal University. Scott was the founding president of the Association for the Study of Literature and Environment (ASLE) from 1992 to 1995, and since 1995 he has edited ASLE’s journal, ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment. The author of more than 100 articles about American, German, Japanese, and Australian environmental literature, he has also written, edited, or co-edited fourteen books, with four more currently in the works. His previously published books include Seeking Awareness in American Nature Writing (1992), Getting Over the Color Green: Contemporary Environmental Literature of the Southwest (2001), The ISLE Reader: Ecocriticism, 1993-2003 (2003), What’s Nature Worth? Narrative Expressions of Environmental Values (2004), and Wild Nevada: Testimonies on Behalf of the Desert (2005), to name a few. His forthcoming book Yucca Mountain, a philosophical and narrative meditation on the beautiful and ominous site in southern Nevada currently being studied as a potential repository for high-level nuclear waste in the United States, will appear later this year in the University of Arizona Press’s Desert Places Series. Much of Scott’s research these days examines how writers approach the scientific, political, and psychological subtleties of global climate change. This particular lecture, though, focuses on the connections between environmental literature and the interdisciplinary consideration of environmental values and policy.



Open to: Public
Admission: Free
Sponsor: Center for Ideas & Society

Contact Information: 
Laura Lozon
951-827-4332
laura.lozon@ucr.edu
