Anwer Key for Case Study #2 on 

Tannen's "How Male and Female Students Participate in Class

Essay 1

Score: 4 

Dominant characteristics:

-It has a thesis statement and deals with both questions

-It has two developed examples. 

- It shows a reasonably good understanding of Tannen.  

Essay 2

Score: 4- 

Dominant characteristics:

-  It is mostly summary o f Tannen 

-  although it isn’t clear where the writer moves from Tannen’s ideas to his own (he has no clearly stated thesis), his agreement with her argument is implied. 

-  it does offer a look at  his ideas via an  example,

but it isn’t developed

- He seems  to understand Tannen’s argument.  

- There are some sentence-level errors

Essay 3

Score: 3/3+ 

Dominant characteristics:

-Frequent sentence-level errors

-The writer’s position is clear in the beginning, and s/he seems to understand Tannen, but opening is followed mostly by summary rather than support.

-The writer offers an observation or remark that suggests the beginning of an example, but it lacks development and its tie to the writer’s thesis isn’t clear.

Essay 4

Score:  3-

Dominant Characteristics:

- frequent sentence-level errors

- seems to contradict itself (paragraph 1: girls are insecure; paragraph 5: girls are more secure)

- lacks focus; writer seems to be thinking through the issue as s/he writes

