English 4






      Office: HMNSS 1102F

MWF 1110-12, 2005


 


Office Hours: MW 1230-2

Joshua Fenton



         
Email: fentonUCR@hotmail.com
Texts:

Conversations: Readings for Writing (6th edition), Selzer and Carpini

The Basics (4th Edition), Buscemi, Nicolai, and Strugala
Write It Review, Heumann, Moore, and Strahan

Bless Me, Ultima, Rudolfo Anaya 

A useful, non-electronic dictionary

Course Description:

English 4 provides students with the opportunity to refine their critical thinking, reading, and writing skills.  The goal will be to work with the writing process so as to guide students in developing strong academic arguments.  We will give particular attention to identifying, analyzing, and framing debatable questions and issues; finding and developing appropriate, persuasive arguments; and cultivating rhetorical strategies using the rules of conventional English.  There will be frequent in-class writing, oral presentations, and collaborative assignments.

English 4 students are required to enroll concurrently in English 004D.

Requirements:

Consistent attendance and participation in class are important.  Much of the work on your essays (prewriting, drafting workshops, peer reviews, etc.) takes place in class.  Students will write four essays for a total of 5,000 words, and a final exam.  Any writing done outside of class must follow the conventions of the MLA style sheet that are in the Simon & Schuster handbook.  Please also include essay # and class section # in the heading.  There will be occasional in-class quizzes.  These will be collected during class time and cannot be made up or turned in later.  Students will also participate in group work.

Grading:

The grade for the course will be determined according to a point system using a spreadsheet.  Each assignment will be worth a set number of points: essay 1 will be worth 75 points, essay 2 will be worth 125 points, essays 3 and 4 will each be worth 200 points.  The final exam will be worth 300 points.  Quizzes and miscellaneous assignments will range in credit, not to exceed 100 points.  Expect quizzes after every reading assignment.  The course grade will be based on the number of points earned versus the number of points possible.

Plagiarism will result in an “F” for the assignment.

Poor attendance will significantly reduce the course grade.

Schedule:

(subject to change)

Week 1 

M:
Course Introduction and Diagnostic Test #1 from Write It Review
W:
Introductory Material and using the Appendix, Read: Write It Review all of Part I

F:
Conversations Nelson essay (p. 691-94), Poindexter essay (p. 694-99), Assign Essay #1 

Week 2 

M:
Holiday

W:
Conversations Starobin essay (p. 699-704), Spencer essay (p. 704-711), and American Library Assoc. essay (p. 711-13) Discussion/Prep for Essay #1, Read: Basics “Parts of Speech” (p. 447-54)

F:
Complete the assigned essays from Conversations (p. 691-713)

Week 3 

M:
Read: Write It Review “Case Study #1” Hackleton's essay and all sample responses (toward the end of the book). Respond to Study Questions for all four Sample Responses, Essay #1, Assign Essay #2

W:
Read: Basics chp. 35 (p. 468-472), complete Grammar Exercise “chapter wrap-up” on p. 472


F:
Grammar Workshop on subject/verb identification and agreement

Week 4 

M:
Workshop for vocabulary, questions to guide reading and writing of Etzioni essay, read supplemental readings by Nevius and Tucker


W:
Conversations Muir, Stegner, Cronen, and Hays essays (p. 873-917) / Read: Basics chp. 40 (p. 503-512), complete Grammar Exercises 40a-40i in chapter


F:
Basics chp. 22 (p. 365-369), complete Grammar Exercises 22a, 22b, and “chapter wrap-up”


Week 5 

M:
Essay #2 due, Assign Essay #3 (Doe), Write It Review Doe essay, complete vocabulary and discussion questions. 

W:
Read: Supplemental Readings by Leight, Staal, and Masci and all discussion questions that follow. Discussion of Doe essay and supplemental essays

F:
Writing Assignment 3: complete Questions to Guide Your Writing for Doe essay


Week 6 

M:
Bless Me, Ultima
W:
Bless Me, Ultima
F:
Bless Me, Ultima
Week 7 

M:
Holiday 

W:
Bless Me, Ultima, Peer Review Essay #3

F:
Essay #3 Due, Assign Essay #4

Week 8 

M:
Essay #4 (an in-class essay)

W:
Write It “Case Study #2” Tannen essay and Sample Responses 

respond to Study Questions for each Sample Response


F:
Supplemental Readings for final exam


Week 9 

M:
Supplemental Readings for final exam

W:
Supplemental Readings for final exam

F:
Format Review

Week 10 

M:
Appendix List Due, Review of Grammar


W:
CONFERENCES

F:
CONFERENCES 

Final:  Monday, March 20, 8-11 a.m.


