DEPARTMENT MEETING MINUTES

3:15 p.m., February 5, 2005 

Humanities 2212

PRESENT: Professors Kinney (Interim Chair), S. Axelrod, Childers, Denny-Brown, Devlin, Doyle, Elliott, Fabricant, Ganim, Haggerty, Nunley, Raheja, Willis, Zieger; Ms. Scott and Ms. Tohline, Graduate Student Representatives
ABSENT:  Professors R. Axelrod, Bredbeck, Briggs, Kun, Miller, Stewart; Lecturer Representatives
ON LEAVE: Professors Lopez, Roy, Tobias, Tyler, Yamamoto 
I.
Reports and Announcements


Professor Kinney announced that Professor Emeritus Milton Miller suffered a stroke on Saturday, January 29.  Also, former English Department Lecturer, Michael Heumann’s father suddenly passed away.  In lieu of flowers the Heumann family is requesting donations be made to the American Diabetes Association or the San Diego Zoological Society.

Professor Kinney went on to report that Interim Dean Martin has appointed Brian Smith as Associate Dean of Academic Personnel and that his main duties are reading academic review files that are submitted to the Dean’s office.  Professor Childers added that Brian Smith had been reviewing the files as a professor and this action caused some protest within the Academic Senate.  Interim Dean Martin then appointed Smith as an Associate Dean.

Professor Zieger announced her invited speaker Pheng Chea, Associate Professor of Rhetoric at the University of California, Berkeley will give a talk titled, “Bio-power and the New International Division of Reproductive Labor,” on March 8, 2005 at 4:00 p.m. in Humanities and Social Sciences 1500.
II. Approval of Minutes 
Professor Fabicrant moved, seconded by Professor Ganim



THAT the Minutes of January 10, 2005 be approved with corrections.


VOTE:             12 in Favor               0 Opposed               0 Abstaining



MOTION APPROVED
III.
Reports of Committees

A. Graduate Committee
Professor S. Axelrod reported meeting on T.A./Fellowship Allocations for 2005-2006 with Associate Deans of Graduate Studies and Research, Scott Coltrane and Maurya Simon, Professors Kinney and Willis.  Both Associate Deans seemed to understand and be receptive to the English Department’s presentation.  With a better understanding of the department’s program, Interim Dean Martin may be able to make a better case for the English Department when he approaches Academic Planning and Budget.  The dissertation fellowships proposed could provide for up to five student’s needs this year and continue at five for the next two years.  Professor Kinney added that everyone now agreed on the original number of Teaching Assistantships that should be offered in the English Department.  Professor Kinney continued that the funding for the Graduate Student programs has been moved from the Dean’s office and back to Graduate Division.  Professor Kinney then thanked Professor Axelrod for pressing the issue of  T.A. funding with the Dean and Graduate Student Affairs Assistant Feldmann and Professor Willis for heroic efforts with graphs and charts.  She also thanked Professor Yamamoto for her well documented and sound negotiations with former Associate Dean Ashe.  Professor Willis said that the meeting provided them enough optimism to make a leap of faith and add ten more applicants to the list to be admitted.  

B. Undergraduate Committee


No report
C. Writing Courses Committee



No report

D. Library, Media & Computer Committee

Professor Ganim reported that the English Department’s web site is up.  He invited everyone to review the site carefully for any needed edits.  While reviewing the web site if there are any corrections, updates, or suggestions, please let the committee know.  The committee will review and submit any needed edits to James Lin who will then implement them.
E. Other Committees

As Director of the Colloquium Series, Professor Doyle recommended that any suggestions for speakers be submitted as soon as possible as the funds are dwindling.
IV. 
Previous Business

None
V.
New Business

Substituted Motion:
Professor Fabricant moved, seconded by Professor Devlin 

THAT the motion to have the English Department choose its own Chair rather than cede that power to the Interim Dean be postponed for discussion and voting on until the March department meeting.
AND

THAT in the meantime the Interim Chair constitute an ad hoc committee to look into the way other departments choose their Chair and to either recommend a specific method or propose several alternative methods by which the English Department might henceforth select its Chair.


VOTE:  12  in Favor   
0 Opposed
             0 Abstaining

MOTION APPROVED


Professor Childers and Fabricant  volunteered to serve on the ad hoc committee.
Professor Kinney stated that the English Department has received the College’s annual letter for new FTE requests for 2005/2006.  The letter said that FTE considered open are part of the Synergy Points Initiative and include Medical School, Film and Visual Arts, and Digital Arts.  Professor Kinney added that in the request to the College the department should give consideration to the fact that Professor Ongiri has resigned and Professor Essick has retired. Professor Kinney suggested that the request include an   

African American Liturature senior position to replace Professor Ongiri.  
Professor S. Axelrod added the request should include a senior and a junior position for African American Literature.  Also noted was the lack of a Lesbian Theory position in the department.  Professor Fabricant said that the request should include a position for British Romanticism.  Professor S. Axelrod added that the lack of a British Romanticism position in the department does make the program less attractive to graduate students during recruitment.   Professor Kinney asked a procedural question:
A. Does the department want to have a personnel meeting?

B. Does the department want the Chair to write a request letter for the department’s approval?

The department agreed that they would like to see the request letter from the Chair and then decide if a personnel committee meeting is necessary.  Professor Kinney agreed to write a document for the department’s approval before the end of the week.   

VI.
Questions for the Chair

None
VII. Adjournment


Professor Childers moved, seconded by Professor Doyle

THAT the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.
