INLANDIA INSTITUTE

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP LEADERS FOR ADULTS, TEENS AND CHILDREN

BACKGROUND

The purpose of the Inlandia Creative Writing Workshops is to help fulfill the Inlandia Institute’s mission to celebrate Inlandia’s story in word, image and sound. The Inlandia Institute supports great, new literary talent.  The workshops provide an opportunity for that talent to be encouraged and supported through oral presentation and publication.

The goals of the workshops are to support creative expression and emerging writers who live, work or write about Inland Southern California, and to encourage each participant to fulfill his or her own goals. Workshops are designed to meet the particular needs of adults, youth and children.

The Inlandia Creative Writing Workshops for adults are free and open to anyone eighteen years of age or older. There are currently three Creative Writing Workshops based in Riverside, Idyllwild, and Palm Desert. Each workshop runs from late September to the middle of June in a series of three sessions of 8 – 10 meetings.  Depending upon interest and resources, summer sessions may be scheduled.  Writing generated in the workshops is published under the Inlandia Institute imprint in the annual Creative Writing Anthology and year-round in the Institute's online journal, Inlandia: A Literary Journey.

Teen Creative Writing Workshops are held during the school year for youth from 13 to 19 years.  Work created in the workshops is published in chapbooks, and an open showcase of the work is presented at the end of the session.  Oral presentation as well as creative writing is stressed. 

Children’s Creative Literacy Workshops are typically held at schools and libraries after school hours.  Workshops vary but have included: Writing an Abcederian Poem and Historical Fiction Short Stories.
JOB DESCRIPTION

The Adult Creative Writing Workshops and the Teen and Children’s workshops are components of the Institute’s Literary Professional Development and Creative Literacy programs respectively. Workshop leaders, whether of an adult, teen or children’s workshop, are contract consultants of the Inlandia Institute.  Workshop leaders are responsible for helping to fulfill the mission of the Inlandia Institute.  They are to support creative expression and encourage workshop participants to meet and exceed their own creative writing goals in the genre of their choice and to encourage exploration of different genre. Workshop leaders are expected to provide written writing prompts at each session and to help evaluate the responses to those prompts with positive feed back.  Workshop series run for 6 to 10 weeks depending on the season. Sessions are two hours each and are held every other week allowing for creative free time in which to develop work for sharing with the class.  All participants should be encouraged to complete at least one piece worthy of publication.

Workshop Leaders are Responsible for:

· Developing a creative lesson plan for the number of session in the series 

· Honoring the goals of the participants while fostering growth and development

· Encouraging exploration and creative growth through writing prompts and positive criticism

· Providing equal opportunities for sharing and positive critique among participants

· Providing clear specific, analytical feedback on student work

· Advising the participants of publishing and oral presentation opportunities through the Inlandia Institute, and

· Other duties and responsibilities as outlined in the Presenters’ Agreement.
QUALIFICATIONS: The following are required

Education

A graduate degree in literature, creative writing, English or a related field is highly desirable. Graduate students are eligible but must indicate which program they are in, what year and the anticipated date of completion. 

Knowledge

Workshop leaders must be writers who have a strong literary background with a keen awareness of the literature of Inland Southern California and of a variety of teaching techniques. If leading teens and children, knowledge of the California language arts curriculum standards is expected.

Experience

Teaching experience is required.  Workshop leaders must be published authors in any genre, with writing experience in a variety of genres. Editorial experience is highly desirable. If teaching teens and children, prior experience teaching at that age level is expected.

To apply submit all of the following: 

· Letter of Interest describing goals and related experience. Please indicate which age level(s) you are interested in leading and relate your experience to that (those) level(s) of instruction.

· Resume/CV with a list of published works 

· One writing sample of a previously published work 

· A sample lesson plan for one workshop session, and 

· Two references to inlandia@inlandiainstitute.org or to Inlandia Institute, 4178 Chestnut Street, Riverside, CA 92501.  If you have questions, please call (909) 709-7870.

