Guidelines for UCR NEW PLAY FESTIVAL (09-28-10)

Department of Theatre, University of California, Riverside


PREFATORY COMMENT 

The UCR Department of Theatre produces the New Play Festival at UCR (NPF), a festival of original full-length plays by second-year MFA students in the UCR Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing Arts program.  The festival is comprised of performances over two weeks in the Spring Quarter.  During this time, the resources and creative energies of the entire department are focused on producing three or more full-length plays.   

The New Play Festival at UCR is the culmination of new play development that begins in December with readings of the first drafts, and a week-long workshop.  Actors, directors, stage managers, and designers who make up the companies for each production also participate in the readings and workshops.  The department’s faculty will serve as dramaturges for the productions.

NPF is performed in ARTS Studio Theatre over two weeks in May. The second weekend, our Guest Weekend is a three-day event attended by theatre professionals. playwrights. These Guests see all the plays, participate in small seminars and sit on a panel in a discussion open to the public.  

The Festival is currently seeking extramural support. 


Guidelines for NPF
1. Script Submissions

1.1
Second-year MFA students in the Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing Arts program are eligible to submit a full-length play for consideration for production in the Festival.  

1.2
The deadline for a preliminary draft is week ten of the fall quarter.  All scripts are submitted electronically as either a .doc or .pdf document to the NPF Coordinator.

1.3 The play must be a full-length draft of a play without a prior full production.  

1.4
The play should be at least one hour and 15 minutes in length, and no longer than two hours, and should be in proper stage play format.

1.5
Playwrights are encouraged to become familiar with our university environment which includes undergraduate actors and a black box thrust stage.  Plays that are suited to our environment and physical space will obviously be more effective.  Excessive technical elements, including overly complex lighting or sound requirements, or video and projections, may be impossible to produce and my not be accepted for inclusion in this festival. 

1.8
Playwrights should have been enrolled in CWPA 264 workshop prior to submission of their scripts, and preferably have worked on their submission in the class or have worked closely on it with their thesis advisor.
1.9
A public reading and feedback session for each play will be held in the eleventh (finals) week of the fall quarter. 

1.10
The deadline for a second draft is week five of the winter quarter.  All revised scripts are submitted electronically to the NPF Coordinator.

2.  Production

2.1
The accepted plays will be fully staged and directed by either a professional director or a highly experienced student approved by the NPF coordinator. 

2.2 Productions include costumes, props, lighting, sound and minimal scenic elements.

2.3
Director’s duties are outlined in the UCR Production Manual “Guidelines for Directors”.  Student directors should have completed the directing series, Theatre 150, or have equivalent experience as determined by the NPF Coordinator.

2.4
The production process is a part of the production calendar and is implemented by the production manager.

2.5 Plays are performed “script in hand”. 

2.6
Playwrights will be expected to participate in the process and to workshop their plays during the early rehearsal stages.

3. Registration/Grading

3.1
Students participating in NPF must be enrolled in Theatre 170 or another appropriate class.  MFA students may, upon approval of the MFA program director, take THEA 170 for 292 credit.

3.2
Students are enrolled during first or second week of the spring quarter.

3.3  
Students may receive credit for NPF as actors, directors, designers, stage managers or crew.

3.4
Academic credit for participation in NPF is as follows:  four units for actors, directors, stage managers and assistant stage managers; one to two units for crew.   Student designers receive a negotiated number of units in an appropriate class.   


3.5
Auditions are held the tenth week of classes in the winter quarter. 


Once cast, students are enrolled Theatre 170.    

3.6 
Grading and rules for the class is governed by the Theatre 170 Uniform Syllabus.
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