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Ammiel Alcalay is poet, translator, critic, scholar and activist; he teaches in the 
Department of Classical, Middle Eastern & Asian Languages & Cultures at Queens 
College and is a member of the faculties of American Studies, Comparative 
Literature, English, and Medieval Studies at the CUNY Graduate Center where is 
also Deputy Chair of the PhD Program in English. He was the first holder of the 
Lannan Visiting Chair in Poetics at Georgetown University and has been a visiting 
professor at Stanford University. His latest book, Islanders, a novel, is out from 
City Lights in 2010. Scrapmetal: work in progress came out with Factory School 
in 2007. from the warring factions, a book length poem dedicated to the Bosnian 
town of Srebrenica, came out in 2002, and is due for a 2nd edition in 2010. Along 
with Anne Waldman and others, he was one of the initiators of the Poetry Is News 
Coalition, and he organized, with Mike Kelleher, the OlsonNow project. Most 
recently, he is the founder and general editor of Lost & Found: The CUNY Poetics 
Document Initiative (http://centerforthehumanitiesgc.org/lostandfound). 
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