UCR-Palm Desert Launches Literary Journal The Coachella Review
Palm Desert, Calif. (August 3, 2009) “Submit to us. You know you want to.”  That’s how managing editor Kimbel Westerson is encouraging new and established writers to send their best work to The Coachella Review, the online literary journal of the University of California, Riverside-Palm Desert Graduate Center’s Master of Fine Arts program. Westerson, also the fiction and non-fiction editor says, “We’ve just built an outstanding journal that gives the valley a literary voice, with work by nationally recognized authors as well as newcomers.”  The distinctive home page banner, with wind-blown palm fronds set against a desert sky illustrates the matchless educational and natural environment of the valley.
The Coachella Review has also distinguished itself as one of the only journal sites online to feature short film as well as traditional prose and poetry.  Heather Hubbard, film editor says, “We wanted to show off the cross-genre program at UCR-Palm Desert.  It’s what makes our program different from others, and we want to give filmmakers another venue to show their work.”  The inaugural issue includes two films: 4960 by Wing-Yee (Vinyé) and Things I Realized in 2002, an animated short by Chioke Nassor. Not exactly what you'd expect to find in a literary journal and a refreshing turn from the usual homegrown banality that appears on YouTube.

Robert Potts, poetry editor, had the pleasure of interviewing former two-time United States Poet Laureate Billy Collins and says, "Poetry as an art form is undergoing a renaissance and web publications are at the forefront, lending a strong voice to this movement." 
The issue also features:

· Short fiction by the award-winning Dan Olivas, nationally known Andrea Siegel and newcomer Robert Repino.
· An excerpt from The Favorites, what Simon & Schuster calls "an elegant first novel" by O’Henry award winner and UCR-PDGC faculty member Mary Yukari Waters. 

· Nonfiction by Steve Almond and Antonia Crane, this issue's Discovery writer.

· Poetry by C.L. Grellas, Jana Russ and Amy J. Kitchell-Leighty.

· A Night with John August, best known for his collaborations with director Tim Burton.

· Conversations with former U.S. Poet Laureate Billy Collins and memoirist Lynne Sharon Schwartz.

The Coachella Review publishes online fall, winter and spring, with hard copies projected to appear sometime in 2010. Submission deadline for the next issue is October 31, 2009. Submit your story, film, poetry and see it glow in luminous pixels. Submit. You know you want to.
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