MOUNT SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE CREATIVE WRITING RETREAT

“Poeting and Fictioning for Campus and Community”
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WHAT YOU WILL NEED


We encourage you to bring the following materials with you to the retreat:


A notebook


Pens and pencils


10 copies of any work you wish to share during our writing workshops


Your work on a flash drive or disc


Pocket money





REGISTRATION FEE


A small registration fee will cover expenses such as food and guest speakers.





FOOD & REFRESHMENTS


Continental breakfasts, lunch and dinner will be served throughout the weekend, and Starbucks will be providing coffee and refreshments.





CONTACT INFORMATION


If you would like to know more, or have questions, contact John Brantingham at (909) 594-5611, extension 4860, or jbrantingham@mtsac.edu.





WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY “THANK YOU” TO ALL OUR SPONSORS


Mt. SAC Writers’ Day Committee


Mt. SAC Associated Students


Mt. SAC Humanities Division


Mt. SAC Foundation





OUR MISSION STATEMENT


We are committed to celebrating and cultivating the creative works of students at Mount San Antonio College and aspiring writers across the surrounding community.
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In Spring 2009, Mount San Antonio College is hosting its first retreat for aspiring writers from our college and the surrounding community.  Whether you write fiction, poetry, or creative non-fiction, we invite you to join us for a weekend bursting with fun and informative activities.  





WHO IS INVITED


High school students and teachers


Students and teachers from Mt. SAC and other community colleges


Community members who are interested or aspiring writers


Anyone who loves writing
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Here are some of the activities we have planned for this year’s program:





WRITERS’ WORKSHOPS


Your work will be critiqued and discussed by published writers, publishers and fellow aspiring writers in a fun and comfortable environment.  This will also be a unique look into the creative process of professional writers, and a chance to share your own knowledge of writing.





COLLEGE CREATIVE WRITING PROGRAMS


College representatives will help you transfer to writing program and talk with you about the options and opportunities available for seeking a degree in creative writing, including Masters of Fine Arts (MFA) programs in Southern California.  With representatives, you can discuss not only what various creative writing programs involve, but also requirements you will need to satisfy to be admitted into these programs.  This will be a great chance to start planning for your future in writing.





MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION


If you have aspirations for publishing your work, but don’t know a lot about how to accomplish this goal, learn about the steps to preparing manuscripts for publication, submitting manuscripts to publishers, and other important parts of this process from writers who have published their writing professionally across the country and beyond.





PANEL DISCUSSIONS


Our guest speakers will discuss the issues most relevant and significant in the writing community today, such as recent and popular trends in literature and creative writing, topics and themes writers are currently exploring, the challenges writers face, and where literature may be headed in the future.





OPEN MIC READINGS


Open microphone readings are a great way to celebrate and show appreciation for the work all writers do, and best of all, there’s never any pressure to take the microphone yourself.  You can just sit back and enjoy the readings and performances with like-minded souls.





PRESENTATION OF 2008-2009 WRITERS’ DAY PRIZES


Join us in congratulating the winners of this year’s Writers’ Day Award.  This is an annual prize open to all Mt. SAC students for work in fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and critical essays.





GUEST SPEAKERS


Each night, a published writer will read and discuss his/her work.  
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Tony Barnstone is Professor of English at Whittier College. Born in Middletown, Connecticut, and  raised in Bloomington, Indiana, Barnstone lived for years in Greece, Spain, Kenya and China before taking his Masters in English and Creative Writing and Ph.D. in English Literature at U.C. Berkeley. His poetry, translations, essays on poetics, and fiction have appeared in dozens of American literary journals, from APR to Agni. He has won fellowships and poetry awards from the National Endowment for the Arts, the California Arts Council, the Pushcart Prize, the Paumanok Poetry Award, and the Randall Jarrell Poetry Prize. In 2006 he won the Benjamin Saltman Award in Poetry for his manuscript �HYPERLINK "GOLEM.HTM"��The Golem of Los Angeles�, �HYPERLINK "http://web/people/WebPages/PersonalWebPages/barnstone/WORLDINPIECES.html"��Tongue of War�, �HYPERLINK "http://web.whittier.edu/barnstone/IMPURE.HTM"��Impure�, �HYPERLINK "http://web.whittier.edu/barnstone/NAKEDMAGIC.HTM"��Naked Magic�, and �HYPERLINK "http://web/people/WebPages/PersonalWebPages/barnstone/SADJAZZ.html"��Sad Jazz: Sonnets�.





�


Suzanne Lummis is the present and founding Director of the Los Angeles Poetry Festival (LAPF), which now produces a festival every second year, and literary coordinator of the Arroyo Arts Collective project “Poetry in the Windows” in Highland Park, CA. She was principal editor of Grand Passion: The Poetry of Los Angeles and Beyond – a publication of the LAPF organization.


Individual poems, including two from her relative youth, appear in the Everyman’s Library anthology Poems of the American West; in How Much Earth: The Fresno Poets; Poetry as Purpose: Poetry of the Western States; PoetryDaily: 366 Poems and California Poetry: From the Gold Rush to the Present.


In Danger, her most recent collection, was selected for the California Poetry Series, Roundhouse Press/Heyday Books.


In the web realm, poems can be found at �HYPERLINK "http://www.cortlandreview.com/"��www.cortlandreview.com� - Issue 16, �HYPERLINK "http://www.thedrunkenboat.com/"��www.thedrunkenboat.com� - Spring 2001, �HYPERLINK "http://www.pshares.org/"��www.pshares.org� - Winter 98-99 and �HYPERLINK "http://www.caffeinedestiny.com/"��www.caffeinedestiny.com�.





�


Phyllis Gebauer is currently an instructor for the Writers’ Program at the UCLA Extension, where she has taught since 1989.  She was named “Outstanding Teacher in Creative Writing” for the UCLA Extension in 1992.  She earned her B.S. in Spanish from Northwestern University, and her Master’s Degree in Spanish at the University of Houston.





Her published works include The Pagan Blessing (1979), now adapted into a screenplay, and Hot Widow (2008).  Her work has been published in Modern Maturity, Concept 15, The Iowa English Bulletin, PEN Yearbook, and Sight Lines.  She is now working on the first of a series of comic mysteries featuring a male and a female senior sleuth.


























