1. Overview

The problems of understanding, editing and translating Shakespeare to the screen 

2. THE BATTLE OF THE SEXES

Taming of the Shrew, directed by Zeffirelli

10 Things I Hate About You, directed by Jurgens

3. THE LAND OF DREAMS

A Midsummer Night’s Dream directed by Dieterle

A Midsummer Night’s Dream directed by Hoffman

4. SMELLS LIKE TEEN SPIRIT

Romeo and Juliet, directed by Zeffirelli

Romeo+Juliet, directed by Lurhmann

5. DISHONORABLE CONDUCT

Chimes at Midnight, directed by Welles (Henry IV, Parts I and 2)

(maybe: Henry V, directed by Branagh)

My Own Private Idaho, directed by van Sant

6. WELCOME TO HELL (OTHERWISE KNOWN AS SCOTLAND) 

Macbeth, directed by Welles

Macbeth, directed by Polanski

7. THE NOT-SO-SCOTTISH PLAY 

Scotland PA, directed by Morrissette

Throne of Blood, directed by Kurosawa

(OR: we may examine The Tempest, wth Cassavettes’ Tempest and Wilcox’s Forrbidden Planet)

8. THE VILLAIN AS HERO

The Tragedy of Richard III directed by Loncraine

Looking For Richard directed by Pacino

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

9. RACE, SEX AND RELIGION

Merchant of Venice, directed by Radford

O, directed by Nelson

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
10. THE PROBLEM OF REALITY

Hamlet, directed by Olivier

Hamlet, directed by Almereyda

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

Screenings will be Thursday evenings after colloquium. We will probably screen just one of the listed films; students will be responsible for seeing the other on their own. 

We will also look at clips from additional films in class, including other versions of the plays which we’ve screened, as well as others which are relevant to the topic.

There will be a midterm paper, which will be a five-page work-in-progress toward the final paper. In the last three weeks, an hour or so will be set aside for student presentations of their final 15 to 20 page papers, which will include the chance to show clips. 

Texts:

The Plays

Will In The World by Steven Greenblatt

Shakespeare on Film by Judith Buchanan

Other relevant articles posted on blackboard or on reserve in Rivera
