PLAYS WITH WHICH YOU SHOULD BE FAMILIAR FOR THIS COURSE 

(We will examine issues presented by versions and adaptations of many, if not all, of these plays. You should all know them anyway, you’re writers, for godsake. In my opinion, the best individual editions are the Arden Shakespeare series, which have been continuously revised for years, so look for the more recent editions; the best one-volume collections are the Oxford and the Riverside Shakespeare)
For sure:

Hamlet

Henry IV, parts One and Two

Henry V

Macbeth

Merchant of Venice

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Othello

Richard III

Romeo and Juliet

Taming of the Shrew

The Tempest

Maybe:

As You Like It

King Lear

Twelfth Night

required texts (supplemented by materials on blackboard)

a very partial listing of relevant films

(There are about five million versions and/or variations on Shakespeare in film and TV. Here are some of the best known. You don’t need to have seen these, nor will we come even close to seeing all of them, but it will give you an idea of what’s out there)

Shakespeare on Film (by Director or major element)

Michael Almereyda:

Hamlet (Ethan Hawke)

Kenneth Branagh:

Much Ado About Nothing, Othello, As You Like It, Twelfth Night, Love’s Labour’s Lost, Hamlet

Stuart Burge:

Othello (Olivier)

Philip Casson:

Macbeth (Ian McKellan)

George Cukor:

Romeo and Juliet (Leslie Howard, Norma Shearer)

Paul Czinner

As You Like It

William Dieterle:

Midsummer Night’s Dream (Cagney)

John Gielgud:

Hamlet (Richard Burton)

David Giles:

Richard II (BBC)

Peter Hall:

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Richard Loncraine:

Richard III (Ian McKellan)

Baz Luhrman:

Romeo+Juliet (DiCaprio)

Joseph L. Mankiewicz:

Julius Caesar

Billy Morrissette:

Scotland PA

Trevor Nunn:

Twelfth Night, Merchant of Venice

Laurence Olivier:

Hamlet, Henry V, Richard III

Roman Polanski:

Macbeth

Michael Radford:

Merchant of Venice

Tim Supple:

Twelfth Night

Julie Taymor:

Titus

Orson Welles:

Macbeth, Othello, Chimes at Midnight

Franco Zeffirelli:

Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, Taming of the Shrew

Based on Shakespeare
Andrzej Bartkowiak:

Romeo Must Die

BBC series:

Shakespeare Retold

James Bedford:

Street King (adaptation of Richard III)

Paul Czinner:

Romeo and Juliet (ballet, Nureyev)

Disney:

Lion King

Peter Greenaway:

Prospero’s Books

Derek Jarman:

The Tempest

Gil Junger:

10 Things I Hate About You

Grigori Kozintsev:

Hamlet (in Russian, retranslated into English subtitles)

Akira Kurosawa:

Throne of Blood, The Bad Sleep Well, Ran

John Madden:

Shakespeare in Love

Paul Mazursky:

The Tempest

Jocelyn Moorhouse:

A Thousand Acres
Tim Blake Nelson:

O

Al Pacino:

Looking For Richard

William Riley:

Men of Respect

George Sidney:

Kiss Me Kate

Silent Shakespeare (various)

Tom Stoppard:

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead

Gus Van Sant:

My Own Private Idaho

Fred Wilcox:

Forbidden Planet

Robert Wise:

West Side Story

